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It’s sure to be from OMV as well, because right now they’re meeting tomorrow’s energy needs.
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Putting energy
at the heart of the
development debate
)`7PLYYL.HKVUULP_*OHPYTHU>VYSK,ULYN`*V\UJPS
and Honorary Chairman, Electricité de France

t is a pleasure for me to contribute to this Istanbul
WELS edition of World Energy Insight, the World Energy
*V\UJPS»Z VMÄJPHS W\ISPJH[PVU MVY V\Y LULYN` SLHKLYZ»
community, providing key insights and strategic views on
the global agenda.
As we produced the last edition of this publication for our
Executive Assembly in Algeria last year, the pace of change
in the energy sector was clearly increasing year on year.
A publication such as this is therefore important for our
community, as it provides us with an opportunity to take
stock, to stand back and consider the progress that has
been made in the last 6 to 12 months.

I

The state of the energy world: An assessment
of the last 6 months’ progress

As we look to address the issue of climate change, both our
Policies for the Future: 2011 Assessment of Country Energy
and Climate Policies report, launched in November, and the
outcome of the COP 17 meeting in Durban last December,
JVUÄYTLK[OLVUNVPUNYLSL]HUJLHUKPUJYLHZPUN\YNLUJ`VM
ÄUKPUNZVS\[PVUZ[V^OH[>,*JHSSZ[OL¸LULYN`[YPSLTTH¹
This trilemma implies meeting at the same time the
challenges of growing energy demand or energy security,
the protection of the environment and especially preventing
JSPTH[L JOHUNL HUK [OL ÄNO[ HNHPUZ[ LULYN` WV]LY[` [V
provide a socially equitable energy system.
;OL ¸+\YIHU 7SH[MVYT MVY ,UOHUJLK (J[PVU¹ HNYLLTLU[
reached at the COP 17 meeting in South Africa is promising,
even though some major countries like Canada have left the
process because it prolongs the Kyoto Protocol until 2017.
This agreement will help shape the future negotiations,
which above all will require countries to set targets for
cutting carbon emissions by 2020, including the new big
LTP[[LYZZ\JOHZ*OPUHHUK0UKPH;OPZPZ[OLÄYZ[[PTL[OH[
WYHJ[PJHSS`[OL^OVSL^VYSK^PSSILPUHYHJL[V^HYKZHSV^
carbon economy, with huge implications for the energy
sector worldwide.
Nevertheless, starting in 2020 means the global
community will fail to meet the challenge of keeping the
global temperature increase to under +2°C by 2050. This is
all the more concerning as we are already on track towards
a rise of +6°C. Indeed, as our Global Transport Scenario
2050 [LZ[PÄLZ ^VYSK [YHUZWVY[H[PVU PZ Z[PSS ]LY` T\JO
carbonised and this will continue to be the case for the
foreseeable future. The reason is that there is still no mature
alternative fuel to oil at a time when transportation, be it
4 World Energy Insight 2012

aviation or ground transportation, is increasingly growing
PU[LYUH[PVUHSS` KYP]LU I` KV\ISLKPNP[ NYV^[O PU LTLYNPUN
countries. What is more striking is that even with the oil
price reaching more than US$110 per barrel last March, oil
demand grew steadily in 2011 and will continue to grow.
6U [OL LULYN` WV]LY[` MYVU[ [OL <5 :LJYL[HY`.LULYHS
)HU 2PTVVU YPNO[S` YLTPUKLK \Z PU OPZ 1HU\HY` 
wakeup call in Abu Dhabi that the global population is still
growing, and this increases the pressure on social equity in
the energy sector. There is a real risk that 2 billion people
could be excluded from the opportunities presented by
access to energy. WEC, as a truly international organisation,
is committed to the development of energy for the greatest
ILULÄ[ VM HSS >L OH]L HU VUNVPUN JVTTP[TLU[ PU V\Y
local and regional programmes aimed at relieving energy
poverty. We have publically committed ourselves to the
<5»Z ¸0U[LYUH[PVUHS @LHY VM :\Z[HPUHISL ,ULYN` MVY (SS¹ 0
believe that WEC has a tangible role to play in promoting
the objectives of this initiative and can play a leadership
role in the coming years. Initiatives like our Village Inventory
Z[\K`^PSSILZPNUPÄJHU[HUKZ[\KPLZHPTLKH[ÄUKPUN^H`Z
to propose smarter and innovative regulations for energy
in cities, and especially megacities, will be key in relation
to addressing energy poverty. We are uniquely placed to
Z\WWVY[[OL<5HZ[OL:LJYL[HY`.LULYHSZLLRZ[VPUJS\KL
energy in the development debate.
In respect of demand and economic growth, we
continue to see that the uncertainties keep growing.
The crisis in Syria that is putting the price of oil at record
levels in March 2012, and the debt crisis in Europe that
is threatening the whole development of the region, are
two of the many economic uncertainties that are freezing
investments decisions and policy changes. As WEC stated
in our annual Assessment of Country Energy and Climate
Policies and Global Transport Scenarios 2050 study, the
LULYN` ZLJ[VY ULLKZ SVUN[LYT ]PZPVU >OLU [OL THYRL[
fraught with uncertainties, cannot bring this vision, it is the
YVSLVMWVSPJ`THRLYZ[VWYV]PKLP[.YV^PUNH^HYLULZZVM
the energy trilemma will hopefully bring policy makers to
deliver more visionary and practical regulations.

Existing paths towards improvement

(Z JV\U[YPLZ ZLLR [V ÄUK [OL YPNO[ IHSHUJL PU [OL LULYN`
trilemma we have seen that many governments have
reviewed their plans for the utilisation of nuclear in the energy
mix. Our perspectives report, Nuclear Energy One Year After

Fukushima, ^HZ W\ISPZOLK VU [OL ÄYZ[ HUUP]LYZHY` VM [OL in this instance. However, efforts must continue to ensure
.YLH[ 5VY[O ,HZ[ 1HWHU ,HY[OX\HRL HUK PZ LK\JH[PVUHS the safe exploitation of fossil fuels, be they conventional or
It shows that 50 countries are still building, operating or
unconventional.
JVUZPKLYPUN U\JSLHY THU` VM [OVZL ILPUN ¸UL^JVTLYZ¹
@L[ I\PSKPUN UL^ PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL MVY WV^LY NLULYH[PVU VY
and that 60 reactors are currently under construction, 20 in
for safer energy exploitation bears an ever growing cost.
China alone, with the majority being in emerging countries.
<UKLYS`PUNT\JOVM[OLKLIH[LPZ[OLULLK[VÄUHUJL[OL
0 ILSPL]L [OPZ TLHUZ [^V [OPUNZ! ÄYZ[ [OH[ JSPTH[L JOHUNL huge amounts of investment required to secure the provision
is considered as a real threat and that countries envisage
of energy from clean and safe supply sources. Albeit another
U\JSLHY HZ HU LMÄJPLU[ TLHUZ [V JVU[YPI\[L [V J\YIPUN positive outcome of the COP 17 meeting in Durban was
climate change, and second, the same countries believe in
the agreement to the format and governing principles of
safe nuclear energy, and are willing to strengthen nuclear
[OL .YLLU *SPTH[L -\UK .*- H <: IU HUU\HS M\UK
safety through reinvigorated international governance.
to support developing countries. Now, efforts must be
At the same time, we cannot stress enough the need for
YLKPYLJ[LKPU[VZLJ\YPUNÄUHUJLMVY[OLM\UK+\YPUN*67
the world to develop new renewable sources of energy.
.LYTHU`HUK+LUTHYRSLK[OL^H`PUJVTTP[[PUNÁTMVY
To meet the energy supply challenge, Europe, the US
MHZ[[YHJRÄUHUJL[VILH]HPSHISL[V[OLM\UKMYVT)\[
and China have developed wind power on a large scale,
the world must go further. As our Assessment of Country
J\T\SH[PUNPU\W[V.>VMPUZ[HSSLKJHWHJP[`^VYSK^PKL Energy and Climate Policies report underlines, in the current
^P[O .>PU,\YVWLPUJS\KPUN .>PU.LYTHU`HSVUL ZP[\H[PVUÄUHUJPUN^PSSOHWWLUVUS`PMPU]LZ[TLU[ZHYLYPNO[S`
The use of photovoltaic panels to harness the energy from
made according to the inherent value of the technologies,
[OL Z\U PZ NYV^PUN YHWPKS` YLHJOPUN  .> VM PUZ[HSSLK and thus contribute to keeping costs in check.
JHWHJP[` ^VYSK^PKL VM ^OPJO  .> ^PSS IL PU .LYTHU`
HUK HWWYV_PTH[LS`  .> PU [OL <:( HUK *OPUH LHJO What else needs to be done? Where else can
These energies are destined to account for an increasingly
WEC drive its efforts?
large share of the world’s total mix, provided that they are
It is clear that the promotion of international trade in relation to
exploited in countries that have good potential. To ensure
LULYN`NVVKZHUKZLY]PJLZ^V\SKILLUOHUJLKI`HZWLJPÄJ
that they reach their potential, they will need to
get closer to grid parity without subsidy, and the Almost 40 per cent of Turkey’s annual exports go to fund energy imports
intermittency and storage issues will need to
be fully resolved. I believe this is possible with
targeted R&D efforts, the right incentives and a
clear policy direction.
The world is also endeavouring to exploit the
new unconventional resources to relieve the
pressure on energy security. However, after recent
debates regarding the safety conditions in respect
of the exploitation of unconventional sources of
energy in Europe, Canada and the United States,
we see that 2 states in the USA have decided
to impose a moratorium on exploitation. There is
clearly further dialogue required in this area and
WEC stands ready to play its part in this process.
Indeed, two years after the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill we were reminded of the inherent dangers in
providing all forms of energy with the accident on
[O4HYJOVU[OL,SNPU-YHURSPUWSH[MVYTPU
the North Sea. Fortunately loss of life was averted
World Energy Insight 2012 5

framework. Such a framework would allow developing
countries to access clean technologies, while ensuring
competition and appropriately rewarding innovation in the
sector. To help further this debate we produced a report,
Rules of Trade – Energy Sector Environmental Innovation
which was presented at the COP17 meeting and to the
World Trade Organisation (WTO), which was discussed
during a meeting I had in March 2012 with Pascal Lamy,
the WTO’s Director General in Geneva. I believe that the
three principles contained in this report (list of energy goods
and services, principles for intellectual property rights and
border tax adjustment in the energy sector) provide a sound
basis to further this debate. WEC is now committed with
the WTO to engage in a dialogue with all relevant parties on
how to develop energy trade in a sustainable way.
As the speed of change in the global energy sector
continues to increase, the relevance of WEC has never
been more apparent. WEC’s community of leaders and
practitioners provides a unique platform for governments,
private and state corporations, academia, NGOs and
energy-related stakeholders to engage in neutral dialogue to
promote an affordable, stable and environmentally sensitive
LULYN` Z`Z[LT MVY [OL NYLH[LZ[ ILULÄ[ VM HSS >L ^PSS I\PSK
on our collaborations with organisations such as the WTO
and the UN to encourage a clearer dialogue for sustainable
energy. Our latest partnership with the World Water Council
(WWC), which was agreed in March 2012 at the World Water
Forum, will provide a renewed understanding of the tensions
inherent in the energy-water nexus and WEC is committed
with the WWC to enhance mutual knowledge and mutual
works. Lastly, WEC is fully committed to engage with all
countries in the debate on how concretely to enhance the
safety of all energies.
These are stimulating times, and as the UN SecretaryGeneral has recognised, WEC continues to provide
leadership for the energy sector. As governments and
industry explore how to best address the energy trilemma
we will work through our extensive member network to
facilitate the energy policy dialogue. Our 2012 Assessment
of country energy and climate policies report will extensively
¸VWLU [OL ÅVVY¹ [V X\LZ[PVUZ HUK Z\NNLZ[PVUZ MYVT [OL
industry leaders. This will lead to our 2013 report which will
give the opportunity to government leaders to respond and
build concrete solutions. This is the real dialogue that WEC
convenes to help the energy community together build a

more sustainable future.
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Global and regional
issues: The energy
challenges for the future
By Christoph Frei,
Secretary General, World Energy Council

s the population of the world continues to grow
past the 7 billion mark, the demand for energy is
becoming an ever more critical challenge for the
world’s energy leaders. Governments are looking for
sustainable solutions that provide the most competitive
energy supplies from secure sources, whilst at the same
time trying to balance the long-term, and in some cases,
short-term needs of the environment. Companies and
Z[H[LLU[LYWYPZLZHYLZLLRPUN[OLTVZ[LMÄJPLU[ZVS\[PVUZ
to meet the needs of shareholders and the national
treasury to support growth. Innovators are looking at
the latest trends that will enable them to capitalise on
developing markets and the public simply want access
to energy so that they can go about their business and
prosper. These are the challenges that the World Energy
Council addresses every day.
I am in the fortunate position of being able to assess the
world’s energy priorities and to call upon the support of its
TVZ[L_[LUZP]LHUKPUÅ\LU[PHSUL[^VYRVMLULYN`SLHKLYZ
This privileged position enables me to better understand
the challenges that face all facets of our community as
they seek to meet the demands of what we identify as the
“energy trilemma”. Building on the combined knowledge of
our network and the insight captured in our annual World
Energy Issues Monitor, we have now been able to develop
this work to better understand the critical uncertainties
affecting the energy sector on a regional basis. This is an
important development in our process to better serve the
WEC membership whilst also providing a unique insight for
policy-makers and industry alike.
Looking at this global assessment over the past three
years of our survey, the one item that has remained
a constant is concern over climate framework. This
statement can sometimes lead us to think that the world
shares the same priorities. This is not the case; different
regions have different priorities.
It is therefore important to develop our methodology
so that we can conduct more detailed analyses of our
different regions. Through the outstanding support
that we have received from our members we are now
able to offer this unique insight into what keeps energy
leaders awake at night. This work not only guides the
WEC work programme, to ensure that the organisation
correctly responds to the needs of our community,
but also provides a valuable insight for policymakers
and strategists.

A

So what are the differing challenges?

While climate framework continues to be of high
importance for Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and North America, it is seen more as a
source of uncertainty in Africa where energy prices are
seen as having the highest impact.
Africa

In Africa, energy poverty is more prominent than in any
other regions due to the high level of social poverty and
the low access to modern energy. About 70 per cent of
Sub-Saharan Africa’s (SSA) population (and 58 per cent of
Africa’s population) lack access to electricity, while some 80
per cent of SSA’s population without access to electricity
live in rural areas. Among all the regions Africa shows the
highest interest in the energy-water nexus. There is an
expressed concern that if dry cooling is not implemented
at power plants, then there will not be enough water to
sustain the current population plus cooling for the region’s
power plant.
Conversely, large-scale hydro is seen as an important
asset for Africa and holds great potential for development,
but its further development and exploitation requires huge
amount of investment, suitable social and environmental
framework, political stability and bold economic reforms.
It could take time to address all these challenges and to
make development happen in a sustainable way. Solar is
also viewed with great interest as the prices of photovoltaics
continue to fall.
Asia

Asian countries, especially emerging economies, have
experienced increasing demand for electricity as a result of
rapid economic growth. To meet the increasing demand,
Asian economies are relying heavily upon coal and nuclear
as their main energy sources.
Understandably, the impact of the events in Japan
following the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant, while having affected the world, are probably
more directly felt in Asia. The fact that Japan has seen
the equivalent of a 72 per cent decrease in nuclear power
generation, taking into account installed nuclear capacity,
has led to other issues. To replace this supply, Japan has
YHPZLK SPX\LÄLK UH[\YHS NHZ 35. PTWVY[Z ZWLUKPUN HU
estimated US$6bn on increased additional gas imports in
2011. LNG imports to Japan were up 28.2 per cent year
World Energy Insight 2012 7

on year in January 2012 and, according to the Institute of
Energy Economics of Japan and the Japanese Ministry of
Finance, Japanese LNG imports in 2011 were 12 per cent
higher than in 2010. This understandably brings the issue of
energy security to the front for Asia.
Europe

In Europe, climate framework is clearly an important issue,
but it has also become clear that Europe is globally in a
YH[OLYPZVSH[LKWVZP[PVUHUKP[^PSSIL]LY`KPMÄJ\S[[VJVU]PUJL
other regions to follow a similar climate agenda. Weaker
economic activity has led to dramatically lower greenhouse
gas emissions, driving down carbon prices for emissions
trading, and our survey suggests that carbon prices will
continue to decrease. Indeed, new EU data suggests that
emissions fell 2.6 per cent last year, prompting carbon
prices to fall to a record low of just over €6 a tonne, in line
with our analysis.
Energy infrastructure, including regional interconnection, is
an important agenda for Europe. However, progress in areas
such as large-scale, high-voltage transmission projects have
been delayed by a lack of regulatory coherence. Transmission
bottleneck issues could become more serious in future. The
lack of an effective carbon market and a stagnating economy
raise uncertainty regarding the future of technologies. In order
to reach higher shares of green electricity there is a need for
proper integration of renewables. So this strong need for
new infrastructure is up against an economic situation that is
currently a stress to investment.
Latin America and the Caribbean

Transforming energy wealth into social development
and reducing energy poverty is key to the region. Energy
subsidies for demand side in particular are important for
developing countries as they are seen to help guarantee
access of energy for low-income people. Energy price
concerns grow bigger as they could slow down economic
development, since we expect energy demand to increase
VUVULOHUK^OPSL^LZLL[OLPUÅ\LUJLVM4,5(K`UHTPJZ
on the other. This region is the only region that has little
doubt about the future of biofuels.
North America

Energy issues are becoming extremely challenged in the North
American region. We see that nuclear is both a source of high
uncertainty and high impact. With 104 reactors operating in
8 World Energy Insight 2012

the United States, accounting for 20 per cent of America’s
electricity output, and two new reactors having been given
[OL NVHOLHK U\JSLHY ^PSS YLTHPU ZPNUPÄJHU[ MVY [OL HYLH
Middle East dynamics are an important issue to the North
American region as we now see coming to the fore with the
impact of oil price on the United States’ political landscape.
Unconventionals are critical to the agenda in terms of
their abundance and impact on energy prices. Shale gas,
oil sands, fracking and tight oil have transformed North
America’s energy outlook. Shale gas plays an important
role in the global energy market as its global production will
increase to 30 per cent by 2030, and 70 per cent of this
will come from the US and Canada. As for oil sands, their
environmental acceptability, including pipeline construction,
will be the key element for their timely development and even
the creation of a new market. However, as was highlighted
at our regional event in Houston last year, without agreement
the Canadian government will look to new, emerging
markets such as China. With the anticipated penetration of
photovoltaic and wind energy into the grid and the much
anticipated advent of the smart grid, the impact of electric
storage may grow even bigger for the region.

Looking to the future

It is important to note that as China becomes the world’s
number-one energy consumer there is a distinct shift in the
energy landscape from OECD to non-OECD countries. The
growth in the utilisation of nuclear power, for example, is
mainly driven by non-OECD countries – the very countries
that are seeing ever-rising energy demand. Of the 63 nuclear
power plants currently being built worldwide, 39 are being
built in non-OECD countries, including 26 in China, 10 in
Russia and 7 in India. This demand shift will have a clear
impact on the use of all energies in the future.
The demand growth is striking when we look at the
transport sector. Our Global Transport Scenarios 2050
report highlighted that even under the two extreme scenarios
of “Freeway” (FW) and “Tollway” (TW), over the next four
decades the non-OECD countries demand for transport
fuels is expected to exceed that of the OECD countries by
H[[OLSH[LZ[HZZOV^UPUÄN\YL
Transport fuel demand in the next forty years will come
mainly from developing countries such as China and India,
where demand will grow by 200 per cent to 300 per cent.
In contrast, the transport fuel demand for the developed
countries will drop by up to 20 per cent, mainly due to

PUJYLHZLK LMÄJPLUJPLZ >OPSL [OL V]LYHSS [YHUZWVY[ ZLJ[VY
represents a quarter of total CO2 emissions, our scenarios
show that CO2 emissions from transport could be up to 79
per cent higher in 2050. However, with clear policies that
empower governments, the public and the private sector to
intervene, we could limit this increase to 16 per cent. This is
HJSLHYJOHSSLUNLHUKVUL[OH[^PSSIL]LY`KPMÄJ\S[[VHKKYLZZ
Oil could fuel more than 80 per cent of the global transport
sector for the next 40 years due to strong demand growth
MYVT[OLOLH]`K\[`ZLJ[VYZOPWWPUNHUKHPY[YHMÄJ)`
our report projects that global fuel demand in all transport
modes could increase by 30 per cent to 82 per cent
compared to 2010 levels. The impact of clear policies will
OH]L H ZPNUPÄJHU[ LMMLJ[ VU [OL WYVQLJ[LK [LJOUVSVN` TP_
^P[O [OL ¸;VSS^H`¹ ZJLUHYPV SLHKPUN [V H NYLH[S` KP]LYZPÄLK
landscape, as seen in our infograph on the following page.
Balancing the “energy trilemma”

As we look to the future the challenges are great but the
rewards are equally as tangible. WEC is building partnerships

with organisations such as the United Nations, the World
Water Council and others to help secure a sustainable
energy future. We are creating processes anchored around
our events programme that will help policy makers address
the issues associated with the energy trilemma. The enduring
objective of overcoming the energy trilemma provides the
opportunity to have a long-term view of a balanced energy
strategy within a country. From a pure investment point of
view, the trilemma is increasingly being seen as a way to
evaluate risks. Investors will establish a country’s energy
YPZR WYVÄSL I` HZZLZZPUN [OL IHSHUJL IL[^LLU [OL [OYLL
dimensions of the trilemma. Imbalances in the trilemma can
lead to opposition in one dimension, which eventually lead
to policy changes that can undermine projects. Therefore,
clear and transparent energy policies that will at the same
time justify the necessary short term trade-offs between
the different dimensions and ensure a long- term balance
between social equity, energy security and environmental
impact mitigation will ultimately secure the highest degree
VMPU]LZ[VYJVUÄKLUJL


Figure 1: Fuel demand for OECD and non-OECD countries

Fuel demand in all
transport
The modelling results
show that over the
next four decades the
non-OECD countries
demand for transport
fuels is expected to
exceed that of the
OECD countries by
2025 in Tollway, and
earlier than 2025 in
Freeway.
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Turkey: At the
energy crossroads
of Europe and Asia
0U[LY]PL^^P[O;HULY@ÛSKÛa
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Turkey

Turkey’s aspiration to be a regional energy hub has
been widely discussed in the context of natural gas.
How do recent developments – on the pipeline side,
the rise of unconventionals, the ‘Arab Spring’ and the
situation vis-a-vis Iran – affect this agenda?
There is no doubt that recent events between Iran and EU
countries affect the gas supply and security situation for
everybody. Iran has issued threats that it could close the
Strait of Hormuz, reminding the world that it could cause oil
prices to spike if the US or Israel attacks. In the light of this,
the outlook is uncertain for both exporting and importing
countries. But from our point of view, we are determined
to be a regional energy hub by virtue of our strategic
and geopolitical position. We will continue to expand our
endeavours in respect of the transportation of Caspian,
Middle Eastern and Central Asian energy resources to
Europe and world markets. Turkey will make every effort
to develop new projects through bilateral cooperation to
increase prosperity and enhance peace in the region.

How has the Fukushima disaster, and its political
YHTPÄJH[PVUZPUJV\U[YPLZZ\JOHZ.LYTHU`HMMLJ[LK
Turkey’s nuclear plans?
Making use of safe, low-cost and environmentally-friendly
energy resources remains the focus of our development
Z[YH[LN` ;\YRL`»Z ÄYZ[ U\JSLHY WV^LY WSHU[ ^PSS IL I\PS[ I`
the Russians at Akkuyu, near the southern port city of
Mersin. The second nuclear plant, slated for the Sinop
region on Turkey’s Black Sea coast, is still up for grabs.
Turkey has launched an ambitious nuclear programme. We
aim to meet the country’s energy needs sustainably. We will
take all precautions needed in the light of the Fukushima
disaster but will continue to show our determination to
develop nuclear power. In this context we intend to set up
two nuclear plants, which will meet ten per cent of Turkey’s
energy demand until 2023.
How does the present economic uncertainty – in
WHY[PJ\SHY [OL L\YVaVUL ZP[\H[PVU ¶ HMMLJ[ ÄUHUJPUN
for clean energy infrastructure? What is Turkey
doing in terms of its policy framework to ensure its
attractiveness to investors?
Our aim is for Turkey to become a key destination for clean
energy investments in the future. The Turkish government
is ready to take on the challenge of climate change, and to
take the necessary steps to promote the development of
JSLHULULYN`;\YRL`OHZLUHJ[LKP[ZÄYZ[YLUL^HISLLULYN`

The country’s ambitions have been less widely
discussed in the context of renewables, in particular
Central Asia’s tremendous wind potential. What are
Turkey’s plans with regard to becoming a renewable
energy hub?
Turkey is rich in terms of renewable resources. In geothermal
LULYN`YLZV\YJLZMVYPUZ[HUJL;\YRL`YHURZÄYZ[PU,\YVWL
and seventh in the world. As for wind
energy, a rapid increase in terms of Only 40 per cent of Turkey’s hydraulic potential has so far been developed
installed capacity – from 20 MW in 2002
to 1800 MW today – has taken place.
With our ongoing projects and those in the
pipeline, Turkey’s wind energy capacity
will most likely demonstrate further rapid
and sharp increases. With a 132 per cent
increase from 2008 to 2009 in installed
wind capacity, Turkey is ranked second
after Mexico according to the World Wind
Industry Association. We believe that
renewable energy resources will ultimately
be the most important resources for all
countries which is why we plan to increase
the share of renewables in our energy mix
to 30 per cent by the time of the 100th
anniversary of the establishment of the
Republic of Turkey, in 2023.
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law and revised it during our present government period. In
this way, we support investors in hydroelectric power, wind,
solar and other forms of clean energy.
>OH[^V\SKIL[OLWYLMLYYLKTVKLS[VÄUHUJLU\JSLHY
energy in Turkey?
Nuclear power plant constitutes one of our biggest
investments, amounting to 20 billion dollars. In the past,
many alternative investment models and methods of
tendering have been tried but none has been successful. In
the case of Akkuyu, we undertook negotiations with those
countries that have the capability to build Nuclear facilities,
and as a result we signed an intergovernmental Nuclear
power plant agreement with Russia. We are planning
to apply the ‘build, own and operate’ system. This is the
ÄYZ[Z\JOTVKLS[VILHWWSPLKHU`^OLYLPU[OL^VYSK6\Y
second plant is now in progress and we are in discussions
with a number of countries in this regard.
Turkey’s geothermal capacity is the largest in Europe

How important is the Istanbul World Energy Leaders
Summit for Turkey and what do you hope it will achieve?
I very much appreciate the organisation of the World Energy
Leaders Summit (WELS) in Turkey, enabling as it does an
ongoing high-level dialogue on critical issues affecting the
LULYN`^VYSK0ILSPL]L[OH[[OL:\TTP[^PSSILILULÄJPHSMVY
all participants. Everybody will discuss the problems facing
[OLLULYN`ZLJ[VYHUK[Y`[VÄUKZVS\[PVUZH[IV[OHYLNPVUHS
and international level.
How would you describe the relationship between
the Ministry and the WEC Member Committee in
Turkey? How useful has WEC’s global network and
information/research capability been in shaping the
country’s energy policy?
We have a good relationship with the WEC committee here
in Turkey. As a government, we have adopted an open
dialogue mechanism with all parts of the energy sector and
listen to the suggestions and recommendations which they
voice. In this sense, we follow the activities of the Turkish
WEC Committee and are supportive of its activities.
How is Turkey supporting the UN’s International Year
of Sustainable Energy for All?
We must all change the way we use energy. Increasing the
LULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`VMV\YLJVUVTPLZPZHUHIZVS\[LULJLZZP[`
We must also move rapidly towards a more diverse,
sustainable set of energy resources. This move depends
on the aggressive development and deployment of more
sustainable energy sources.
For this reason, the UN’s Sustainable Energy Year is a
good motivation for us all. We have a responsibility to make
LULYN` TVYL LMÄJPLU[ HJJLZZPISL HUK Z\Z[HPUHISL PU VYKLY
to reduce poverty all over the world. We support for UN’s
endeavour in this respect.
What are the most successful investment models for
energy currently operating in Turkey?
There are many international energy projects operating
successfully in Turkey, such as the Baku-TbilisiCeyhan (BTC) and Iraq-Turkey pipeline projects. We
encourage investors in renewables and local energy
resources, such as hydroelectric power, wind, solar and
geothermal energy. In this way, we have successfully
fostered projects which assist in reducing the country’s

J\YYLU[HJJV\U[KLÄJP[
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Challenges and
opportunities for the
Turkish energy sector
By Ömer Ünver,
Secretary General, WEC Turkish Member Committee

urkey, the sixth largest economy in Europe, is also
a major consumer of energy. Economic growth in
recent years has been outstanding, with GDP growing
at approximately 9 per cent, strongly correlating with total
primary energy consumption. Historic trends suggest that
with sustained economic growth, energy consumption, and
in particular electricity consumption, will increase at a similar
pace to GDP.
In the coming decade, primary energy consumption is
estimated to increase by around 4 per cent per annum.
Electricity consumption to 2020 is estimated to increase
in the range of 6.7 per cent (low) to 7.5 per cent (high).
The capital investment required to meet this growth
in energy consumption, in the period 2010 to 2030, is
estimated at between US$225-280 billion.
The characteristics of the Turkish Energy Sector can be
summarised as:
/PNOPUJYLHZLPUHIZVS\[LLULYN`JVUZ\TW[PVU"
/PNOKLWLUKLUJLVUPTWVY[LKLULYN`"
,ULYN`PU[LUZP]LPUK\Z[YPHSJVUZ\TW[PVU
These characteristics represent the primary challenges
for the Turkish Energy Sector. The need to address these
challenges is intrinsically important to the development of
the Turkish economy and if not adequately addressed will
have a serious impact upon economic expansion.
Around 90 per cent of primary energy consumption in
Turkey is attributable to fossil fuels. This statistic provides a
backdrop for the development of renewable energy, which
VMMLYZ [OL ILULÄ[ VM YLK\JPUN NYLLUOV\ZL NHZ LTPZZPVUZ
whilst also reducing the soaring dependence on imported
energy, predominantly in the form of oil and natural gas.
In Turkey only 40 per cent of the hydraulic potential, (in the
form of hydro-electric power stations), has been developed,
which leaves around 85 billion kWh/year of electricity
generation potential for future development.
At present, there is around 1600 MW of wind generation
capacity in Turkey. There is material opportunity for this
installed capacity to be increased in the coming decades.
The challenge of connecting wind turbines in remote
locations to the grid transmission system represents one
VM[OLWYPTHY`[LJOUPJHSHUKÄUHUJPHSJOHSSLUNLZ;VYLHSPZL
the potential of wind generation (and also solar), will require
strong political and regulatory support to oblige the grid
administration to modernise and invest in its system, to
allow for the connection of renewable generation facilities.
I do not want to speculate on the potential of solar power

T

in Turkey. However, the Aegean, Mediterranean and South
Eastern parts of Turkey look especially promising. The
legislative and regulatory steps to promote solar power
have been completed, however there remain economic
barriers which will require both technical advances and a
further reduction in the cost of solar panels.
Turkey has a material lignite reserve of over 11 billion
[VUULZ;OLSPNUP[LPZVMSV^JHSVYPÄJ]HS\LHUKOPNOPUHZOHUK
moisture content, nevertheless, at present there is over 8000
MW of lignite generation capacity installed in Turkey. There
are economically viable options for increasing the capacity of
power generation fuelled by domestic lignite. It is estimated
that with the new discoveries of lignite, over 10,000 MW
of additional electricity generation capacity (generating
approximately 70 billion kWh/yr) can be added to the existing
53,000 MW of total installed generation capacity.
In summary, with the projected and potential additional
investments which utilise domestic resources, Turkey has
the opportunity to meet a large proportion of its increasing
energy demand with a reduced reliance on imported oil and
natural gas.
>P[O [PTLS` HUK WYVÄJPLU[ PTWSLTLU[H[PVU VM NLULYH[PVU
technologies utilising Turkey’s natural resources, the high
dependence on energy imports may decrease dramatically.
It is worth noting that Turkey’s 2011 cost of imported
LULYN`^HZV]LY<: IPSSPVU;OPZÄN\YLTLHUZ[OH[JSVZL
to 40 per cent of Turkey’s annual exports are utilised to
M\UK LULYN` PTWVY[Z ;OPZ KYHTH[PJ ÄN\YL ^OPJO OHZ ILLU
noted by policy- and decision-makers, will mean that future
policies will trend towards the development of generation
technologies using indigenous energy resources, which can
achieve supply security and sustainability.
The high energy intensity of Turkey, which presents
a further dilemma of energy utilisation, is expected to
decrease considerably following new legislation and
regulations which have been implemented in recent years.
Considering that every ten years in Turkey, primary energy
consumption increases by 50 per cent and electricity usage
by approximately 100 per cent, the vast investment required
to meet demand is a major concern.
(S[OV\NO [OL ÄUHUJPHS JOHSSLUNL [V M\UK [OL LZ[PTH[LK
growth in energy consumption to 2030 is very material,
(US$225-280 billion), there remains solid optimism that
economic growth will continue, providing tremendous
opportunity for the future of energy and for power project

development in this country.
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,PSURYLQJHQHUJ\
HIÀFLHQF\LQ
HPHUJLQJHFRQRPLHV
By Kandeh K. Yumkella, Chair, UN-Energy and
+PYLJ[VY.LULYHS<UP[LK5H[PVUZ0UK\Z[YPHS+L]LSVWTLU[6YNHUPZH[PVU

nergy is everything. It powers human progress. From
job generation to economic competitiveness, from
strengthening security to empowering women, energy
is the great integrator: it cuts across all sectors and lies at
the heart of all countries’ core interests. Now more than
L]LY[OL^VYSKULLKZ[VLUZ\YL[OH[[OLILULÄ[ZVMTVKLYU
energy are available to all and that energy is provided as
JSLHUS`HUKLMÄJPLU[S`HZWVZZPISL;OPZPZHTH[[LYVMLX\P[`
ÄYZ[HUKMVYLTVZ[I\[P[PZHSZVHUPZZ\LVM\YNLU[WYHJ[PJHS
importance – this is the impetus for the UN SecretaryGeneral’s new Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) Initiative.
;OPZ PUP[PH[P]L PZ SH\UJOLK PU H [PTL VM NYLH[ LJVUVTPJ
\UJLY[HPU[` NYV^PUN PULX\P[` YHWPK \YIHUPZH[PVU HUK
high youth unemployment. It is also a time where there is
emerging consensus on the need to act cohesively towards
global issues such as climate change and sustainable
development. How we capture these opportunities for wealth
and job creation, for education and local manufacturing
^PSS IL [OL RL` [V \USVJR HU` YLHS YL]VS\[PVU ;OYLL SPURLK
objectives underpin the goal of achieving Sustainable
Energy for All by 2030:
,UZ\YPUN\UP]LYZHSHJJLZZ[VTVKLYULULYN`ZLY]PJLZ"
+V\ISPUN[OLYH[LVMPTWYV]LTLU[PULULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`"

E

+V\ISPUN[OLZOHYLVMYLUL^HISLLULYN`PU[OLNSVIHS
energy mix.
;OLZL [OYLL VIQLJ[P]LZ HYL T\[\HSS` YLPUMVYJPUN (Z
HU L_HTWSL PUJYLHZLK LMÄJPLUJ` PU [OL WYVK\J[PVU HUK
use of electricity relieves strained power grids, allowing
them to stretch further and reach more households and
I\ZPULZZLZ ;OL HS[LYUH[P]L ¶ \UJVUZ[YHPULK L_WHUZPVU VM
today’s conventional fossil fuel-based energy systems –
would lock in a long-term infrastructure commitment to an
unsustainable emissions path for the world’s climate.

(IÀFLHQF\DWWKHKHDUWRIHQHUJ\SROLF\

0^HU[[VMVJ\ZVUHZWLJ[ZVMLULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`,,¶HUK
ZWLJPÄJHSS` VU PUK\Z[YPHS ,, PU [OPZ ZOVY[ WHWLY ;V [OH[
LUK 0 HSS\KL [V [OL YLZ\S[Z VM <50+6»Z  0UK\Z[YPHS
+L]LSVWTLU[ 9LWVY[ ,ULYN` LMÄJPLUJ` PZ H MV\UKH[PVU
of any good energy policy – and a pillar of the concepts
VM IV[O ¸.YLLU ,JVUVT`¹ HUK ¸.YLLU 0UK\Z[Y`¹ ;OL
LJVUVTPJ ZLJ\YP[` HUK LU]PYVUTLU[HS ILULÄ[Z VM LULYN`
LMÄJPLUJ` ,, OH]L ILLU YLJVNUPZLK MVY KLJHKLZ
Governments worldwide are designing and implementing
policies and regulations to foster the development and use
of energy saving technologies and systems. Firms too are
changing approaches to manufacturing,
considering new business models, and
)LJXUH(QHUJ\LQWHQVLW\RYHUWLPH
LTIYHJPUN [OL ILULÄ[Z VM ,, <[PSP[PLZ
EHWZHHQLQFRPHOHYHOV
are playing a leadership role in creating
awareness, developing technologies
and systems, and designing incentives
[V LUOHUJL LULYN` LMÄJPLU[ ILOH]PV\Y
While EE has gained growing momentum
and the pace of progress has improved
in the recent past, major work remains to
be done and substantial environmental
HUK LJVUVTPJ ILULÄ[Z HYL Z[PSS [V IL
JHW[\YLK ;OPZ PZ WHY[PJ\SHYS` [Y\L MVY
developing countries, which are lagging
ILOPUK ^P[O YLNHYK [V LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ`
and productivity, as energy intensity
WYVÄSLZZOV^-PN\YL
+L]LSVWPUN JV\U[YPLZ L_WLYPLUJLK HU
annual 2.3 per cent annual growth in total
LULYN` JVUZ\TW[PVU V]LY  
^OPJOPZTVYL[OHU[PTLZ[OL WLY
cent in developed countries. A key driver
of the differences in growth of energy
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consumption between developed and developing
7DEOH7HFKQLFDOVDYLQJVSRWHQWLDOIURP
countries is the disparity between developing
LQGXVWULDO((LPSURYHPHQWV 
countries’ 0.6 per cent annual rise in industry’s share
Sector and product
Developed countries Developing countries
of energy consumption and developed countries’
0.7 per cent annual decline. Manufacturing industry
Process sectors
ZWLUKZZVTL<: [YPSSPVUH`LHYVULULYN`WLY 7L[YVSL\TYLÄULYPLZ

70
cent of it in developing countries. Manufacturing is
Chemical and petrochemical
the largest energy user sector globally, accounting for
20-25
25-30
HYV\UKWLYJLU[VM[V[HSNSVIHSLULYN`JVUZ\TW[PVU Steam cracking
(excluding
feedstock)
ZPUJL[OLLHYS` Z0UWLYJHWP[HPUK\Z[YPHS
Ammonia

25
energy consumption in developing countries was
  WLY JLU[ VM [OH[ PU KL]LSVWLK JV\U[YPLZ (YV\UK Methanol

76 per cent of industrial energy was used to power
Non-ferrous minerals
manufacturing processes while the remainder was
Alumina production
35
50
used as feedstock to those production processes.
Aluminium
smelters

5
Growth in industrial energy use would have been
T\JO OPNOLY V]LY   I\[ MVY YLK\J[PVUZ PU 6[OLYHS\TPUP\T

5
industrial energy intensity. Global industrial energy
Copper smelters
45-50
PU[LUZP[` KYVWWLK ZVTL  WLY JLU[ V]LY  ¶

46
TVZ[VM^OPJO^HZHJOPL]LKK\YPUN[OL Z Zinc
Iron
and
steel

30
Since the year 2000 energy intensity has stabilised
H[ HYV\UK  [VUULZ VM VPS LX\P]HSLU[ [VL WLY Non-metallic minerals
<:  VM THU\MHJ[\YPUN ]HS\L HKKLK PU 
Cement
20
25
<:  :PUJL   PUK\Z[YPHS LULYN` PU[LUZP[` OHZ
MHSSLU NSVIHSS` H[ HU H]LYHNL HUU\HS YH[L VM  WLY Lime
30-35
40
JLU[+L]LSVWLKLJVUVTPLZOH]L[OLSV^LZ[SL]LSVM Glass
industrial energy intensity, followed by high income
Ceramics
and upper middle-income developing economies
Combined sectors
and – further behind – by lower middle income and
25
20
SV^PUJVTLKL]LSVWPUNLJVUVTPLZ6UH]LYHNLV]LY Pulp and paper
Textile
[OLWLYPVK ¶LULYN`PU[LUZP[`PUKL]LSVWLK
JV\U[YPLZ^HZHYV\UK[VLWLY<: VM4=( Spinning

20
while in low-income developing countries was 2.2
Weaving
[VL WLY <:  VM 4=( (Z HU L_HTWSL VM OV^
Food and beverages
25
40
the differences between economies manifest, in the
6[OLYZLJ[VYZ

25-30
9LW\ISPJ VM 2VYLH HUK [OL <: Z[Y\J[\YHS JOHUNL
accounts for more than two-thirds of the decline in
;V[HS

30-35
PUK\Z[YPHSLULYN`PU[LUZP[`0U*OPUH0UKPHHUK9\ZZPH
Excluding feedstock

30-35
improvements in technology have been the main
driver of reductions in energy intensity.
+LZWP[L[OLZPNUPÄJHU[HJOPL]LTLU[ZSHYNL[LJOUPJHSHUK technologies and demonstrated best practices, including
LJVUVTPJ WV[LU[PHS MVY LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ` PTWYV]LTLU[Z WVSPJPLZ ;HISL  WYV]PKLZ H ZUHWZOV[ VM Z\JO \U[HWWLK
persists in developing as well as developed countries. It
WV[LU[PHS OPNOSPNO[PUN [OL KPMMLYLUJL IL[^LLU +L]LSVWLK
has been estimated that industry globally could reduce
HUK+L]LSVWPUNLJVUVTPLZ
its energy consumption by up to 26 per cent (IEA,
It is clear that while efforts must continue to promote and
 [OYV\NO ^VYSK^PKL KLWSV`TLU[ VM ILZ[ H]HPSHISL pursue new technological breakthroughs and solutions,
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KVJ\TLU[LK ;VKH` [OLYL HYL H Z\P[L VM ^LSS \UKLYZ[VVK
[HYNL[LK HUK PUUV]H[P]L ÄUHUJPHS WVSPJPLZ HUK TLHZ\YLZ
^OPJOWVSPJ`THRLYZJHUKYH^VU;OLKH[HZOV^HJSLHY
positive trend of new investment in EE, with an average
NYV^[O YH[L VM  WLY JLU[ IL[^LLU   :[PSS [OL
ÄUHUJLZLJ[VYZPUKL]LSVWPUNJV\U[YPLZHYLVM[LUUV[MHTPSPHY
with the technical details of EE projects, and the scale is
often too small to be handled directly by international
ÄUHUJPHSPUZ[P[\[PVUZ
+LZWP[L [OL NYV^PUN [YLUK VM ,, PU]LZ[TLU[Z LZWLJPHSS`
in developing countries and emerging markets, many
ÄUHUJPHSS` WYVÄ[HISL ,, WYVQLJ[Z YLTHPU \UPTWSLTLU[LK
<50+6 JVUK\J[LK H Z\Y]L` VM  THU\MHJ[\YPUN
JVTWHUPLZPUKL]LSVWPUNJV\U[YPLZPUX\PYPUNHIV\[[OLPY
,,WYHJ[PJLZHUKPU]LZ[TLU[Z;OLZ\Y]L`MV\UK[OH[[OL,,
investment decision making process is driven by a traditional
WH`IHJRHWWYVHJO!TVYL[OHU WLYJLU[VMZ\Y]L`LKÄYTZ
in developing economies used simple payback rules to
HZZLZZ[OLÄUHUJPHS]PHIPSP[`VM,,WYVQLJ[Z^P[OHUH]LYHNL
WH`IHJRWLYPVKVMTVU[OZ;OPZYLPUMVYJLZ[OLUV[PVUVM
large existing potential at low cost.
But while there has been growing recognition by industry
that energy is a manageable production cost and a
competitiveness/strategic factor, the majority
+L]LSVWPUNJV\U[YPLZJVU[PU\L[VSHNILOPUK^P[OYLNHYK[VLULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`
VM ÄYTZ LZWLJPHSS` PU KL]LSVWPUN JV\U[YPLZ
remain largely unaware of and unable to
ZLPaL[OLZLVWWVY[\UP[PLZ;OLPTWYV]LTLU[
in addressing the remaining barriers towards
LMMLJ[P]L LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ` PTWSLTLU[H[PVU
YLX\PYLZZ\Z[HPULKLMMVY[Z[VJYLH[LLUHISPUN
PUZ[P[\[PVUHS ÄUHUJPHS HUK PUK\Z[YPHS ZL[[PUNZ
Strong government and regulatory support is
JY\JPHS[V[OLZ\JJLZZVMZVTLZJOLTLZ;OL
international community has an important role
[VWSH`PU[OLLUKLH]V\Y<50+6»Z0UK\Z[YPHS
+L]LSVWTLU[9LWVY[^HZKL]LSVWLK[VOLSW

underpin this action.
stronger support is provided for faster worldwide uptake
of current best available technologies and practices, which
^V\SKPTWYV]LLULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`HUKWYVK\J[P]P[`\S[PTH[LS`
reducing energy intensity. As an example, motor systems
are a largely untapped, cost-effective source of industrial
LULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`ZH]PUNZ[OH[JV\SKILYLHSPZLK^P[OL_PZ[PUN
technologies. Energy management systems (EnMS) and
standards are another example of well proven best available
[LJOUVSVN` HUK WVSPJ` ILZ[ WYHJ[PJL ,ULYN` LMÄJPLUJ` PU
industry is achieved and sustained through changes in how
energy is managed on a daily basis rather than through
simple installation of new technologies. A systematic
HWWYVHJOHUK[VWTHUHNLTLU[LUNHNLTLU[HYLYLX\PYLK
National programmes hinged on the implementation of
energy management system standards in EU countries
showed that enterprises that implemented EnMS more
than doubled their annual energy intensity reduction rate
compared to enterprises without EnMS.
But major transitions in energy technologies can take
decades and entail massive investments. Access to
ÄUHUJLPZIV\UK[VYLTHPUHTVUN[OLWYPUJPWHSIHYYPLYZ[V
the full implementation of EE technologies and practices.
;OPZ ÄUHUJPUN NHW HUK [OL HZZVJPH[LK IHYYPLYZ HYL ^LSS

1. The incremental gain ranged from 1 per cent up to 5-6 per
cent in certain cases, with an average of 1.5-2.0 per cent on
annual basis (Gudbjerg et al, 2009). It had to be mentioned
that such incremental reductions were achieved by large
companies that already paid attention to energy consumption
and had some energy efficiency programs in place. The
experience of the USA confirms these results, showing also
that in companies totally new to energy management average
energy efficiency gains in the first 1-2 years can range between
10-20 per cent.
2. Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Enabling a
renewable future
for India
)`-HYVVX(IK\SSHO
4PUPZ[LYVM5L^HUK9LUL^HISL,ULYN`0UKPH

e live in strange times. The optimism and hope of a
IL[[LY^VYSKPZVM[LU[LTWLYLKI`[OLKPMÄJ\S[YLHSP[PLZ
VM JVUÅPJ[ LJVUVTPJ Z[YLZZ HUK ZOVY[HNLZ >OPSL
[LJOUVSVN` OHZ THKL O\THU WYVNYLZZ HSTVZ[ PUL]P[HISL
[OL OLH]` KLTHUKZ [OH[ WYVZWLYP[` WSHJLZ VU V\Y UH[\YHS
YLZV\YJLZ OHZ HSZV KYP]LU OVTL [OL SLZZVUZ VM YLZ[YHPU[
JVVWLYH[PVU HUK YLZWLJ[ MVY UH[\YL 5V^OLYL PZ [OPZ TVYL
HWWHYLU[[OHUPU[OLÄLSKVMLULYN`;OLPUJYLHZPUNKLTHUK
MVY LULYN` [OH[ OHZ KL]LSVWLK PU [OL YLJLU[ WHZ[ OHZ ILLU
JVUZ[YHPULKI`YHWPKS`KPTPUPZOPUNJVU]LU[PVUHSZV\YJLZZ\JO
HZVPSHUKJVHS;VM\Y[OLYHKK[V[OLWYVISLTZVMPUJYLHZLK
KLTHUKHUKJVUZ[YHPULKZ\WWS`[OLYLHYLZLYPV\ZX\LZ[PVUZ
HIV\[W\YZ\PUNHMVZZPSM\LSSLKNYV^[OZ[YH[LN`
.SVIHSS` ULHYS`  WLY JLU[ VM LSLJ[YPJP[` [VKH` PZ
NLULYH[LKMYVTMVZZPSM\LSZ"HZHYLZ\S[LSLJ[YPJP[`HJJV\U[Z
MVYHIV\[WLYJLU[VMNSVIHSLULYN`YLSH[LKNYLLUOV\ZL
NHZLTPZZPVUZ"[OLZLLTPZZPVUZHYLL_WLJ[LK[VNYV^I`
WLYJLU[I`:JPLU[PZ[ZILSPL]L[OH[H[LTWLYH[\YLYPZL
HIV]L*YPZRZZLYPV\ZHUKPU[VSLYHISLJVUZLX\LUJLZ
;OL 0U[LYNV]LYUTLU[HS 7HULS VU *SPTH[L *OHUNL 07**
WYLKPJ[Z[OH[^P[OYPZPUN[LTWLYH[\YLZ[OLMYLX\LUJ`VMOLH[
^H]LZ KYV\NO[Z HUK OLH]` YHPUMHSS L]LU[Z ^PSS ]LY` SPRLS`
PUJYLHZL;OPZPU[\YU^PSSZLYPV\ZS`HMMLJ[HNYPJ\S[\YLMVYLZ[Z
^H[LYYLZV\YJLZPUK\Z[Y`O\THUOLHS[OHUKZL[[SLTLU[Z
;OL^VYSK^PSS[OLYLMVYLOH]L[V^VYR[VNL[OLY[V^HYKZUL^
HUK HS[LYUH[P]L ^H`Z [V KLJV\WSL LJVUVTPJ KL]LSVWTLU[
MYVT[YHKP[PVUHSLULYN`JVUZ\TW[PVU(UK[OLJVYLZVS\[PVU
^PSSIL[LJOUVSVNPLZ[OH[YLK\JLJHYIVULTPZZPVUZWLY\UP[
VM LULYN` ;OPZ PZ ^O` ^OPSL Z[YP]PUN [V IYPKNL P[Z LULYN`
KLÄJP[ [OL ^VYSK T\Z[ ULJLZZHYPS` PUJYLHZL [OL ZOHYL VM
JSLHU Z\Z[HPUHISL UL^ HUK YLUL^HISL LULYN` ZV\YJLZ
>OL[OLYVYUV[YLUL^HISLLULYN`JVTWSL[LS`YLWSHJLZMVZZPS
M\LS^LT\Z[HSS^VYR[VNL[OLY[VKL]LSVWYLUL^HISLLULYN`
[VP[ZM\SSLZ[WV[LU[PHS
>OH[HIV\[0UKPH&/V^MHYOH]L^LTV]LKVU[OLWH[OVM
Z\Z[HPUHISLKL]LSVWTLU[&0UKPHPZLUKV^LK^P[OHZ\IZ[HU[PHS
YLUL^HISLLULYN`YLZV\YJLIHZL9LJLU[LZ[PTH[LZPUKPJH[L
[OH[HWV[LU[PHSVMV]LY.>VMLSLJ[YPJWV^LYJHWHJP[`
L_PZ[Z MYVT ^PUK LULYN` HSVUL :VSHY WOV[V]VS[HPJ HUK
ZVSHY[OLYTHSLULYN`OHZ[OLWV[LU[PHS[VNLULYH[LHYV\UK
 4> WLY ZX\HYL RT VM HYLH :THSS O`KYV HUK IPVTHZZ
JV\SKHKKHUV[OLY.>VMJHWHJP[`-\Y[OLYTVYL[OLYL
L_PZ[Z ZPNUPÄJHU[ WV[LU[PHS MYVT KLJLU[YHSPZLK KPZ[YPI\[LK
HWWSPJH[PVUZ
/V^MHYOH]L^LTV]LKHOLHKPUYLHSPZPUN[OPZWV[LU[PHS&
0UKPH[VKH`Z[HUKZHTVUN[OL[VWÄ]LJV\U[YPLZVM[OL^VYSK

W

PU[LYTZVMYLUL^HISLLULYN`JHWHJP[`>LOH]LHUPUZ[HSSLK
IHZLVMV]LY.>^OPJOPZHYV\UKWLYJLU[VM0UKPH»Z
[V[HSWV^LYNLULYH[PVUJHWHJP[`HUKJVU[YPI\[LZV]LYWLY
JLU[[V[OLLSLJ[YPJP[`TP_;OPZYLWYLZLU[ZHUHSTVZ[WLY
JLU[PUJYLHZLPU[OLWHZ[`LHYZ0U]LZ[TLU[PUYLUL^HISLZ
NYL^ I`  WLY JLU[ SHZ[ `LHY HSVUL ( YLJLU[ , @ Z[\K`
YHURLK 0UKPH HTVUN [OL [VW  JV\U[YPLZ VM [OL ^VYSK PU
H[[YHJ[PUNYLUL^HISLLULYN`PU]LZ[TLU[ZPU[OLJV\U[Y`;OL
0UKPHU 5H[PVUHS (J[PVU 7SHU VU *SPTH[L *OHUNL THUKH[LZ
HUPUJYLHZLPU[OLZOHYLVMYLUL^HISLWV^LYPU[OLLSLJ[YPJP[`
TP_[VWLYJLU[I`[OL`LHY;OLHJ[PVUWSHUVM[OL
4PUPZ[Y`VM5L^HUK9LUL^HISL,ULYN`HPTZH[HJOPL]PUNH
[HYNL[ VM HYV\UK  .> VM YLUL^HISL WV^LY PUJS\KPUN 
.>ZVSHYJHWHJP[`I`
>OPSL [OL ZPNUPÄJHUJL VM YLUL^HISL LULYN` MYVT [OL
[^PU WLYZWLJ[P]LZ VM LULYN` ZLJ\YP[` HUK LU]PYVUTLU[HS
Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` PZ \Z\HSS` ^LSS HWWYLJPH[LK ^OH[ PZ VM[LU
V]LYSVVRLKPZP[ZJHWHJP[`[V\ZOLYPULULYN`HJJLZZ0UP[Z
KLJLU[YHSPZLKVYZ[HUKHSVULH]H[HYYLUL^HISLLULYN`PZ[OL
TVZ[HWWYVWYPH[LZJHSHISLZWLLK`HUK]PHISLZVS\[PVUMVY
WYV]PKPUN WV^LY [V [OV\ZHUKZ VM ]PSSHNLZ HUK OHTSL[Z )`
WYV]PKPUN LULYN` HJJLZZ [V [OL TVZ[ KPZHK]HU[HNLK HUK
YLTV[L JVTT\UP[PLZ YLUL^HISL LULYN` OHZ ILJVTL VUL
VM[OLIPNNLZ[KYP]LYZVMPUJS\ZP]LNYV^[O
(SYLHK` HYV\UK  ]PSSHNLZ PU KPMMLYLU[ WHY[ VM [OL
JV\U[Y` OH]L ILLU TLL[PUN  LSLJ[YPJP[` ULLKZ [OYV\NO
VMMNYPK YLUL^HISL LULYN` Z`Z[LTZ ,U[YLWYLUL\Y
IHZLK THYRL[SLK Z`Z[LTZ HYL ILPUN L]VS]LK [V WYV]PKL
YLUL^HISL LULYN`IHZLK LSLJ[YPJP[` MVY SPNO[PUN HUK TV[P]L
WV^LY HWWSPJH[PVUZ PU ZVTL VM [OL YLTV[LZ[ HUK WVVYLZ[
HYLHZ  2PSV^H[[ZPaLK Z`Z[LTZ HYL ILPUN \ZLK [V WYV]PKL
YLSPHISL WV^LY [V Y\U JVTW\[LYZ [LSL]PZPVUZ HUK WYV]PKL
LJVUULJ[P]P[` [V V[OLY^PZL MHYÅ\UN HUK WVVY HYLHZ
In many tribal and forest areas solar power is not only
SPNO[PUN \W YLTV[L OHTSL[Z I\[ HSZV [Y`PUN [V IYPUN HIV\[
H JVU]LYNLUJL PU MVYLZ[ JVUZLY]H[PVU LK\JH[PVU HUK Y\YHS
KL]LSVWTLU[ LMMVY[Z 0U V[OLY HYLHZ LULYN`LU[YLWYLUL\YZ
HYL L_WLYPTLU[PUN ^P[O NLULYH[PVU VM LSLJ[YPJP[` HUK P[Z
SVJHSKPZ[YPI\[PVU[OYV\NO\ZLVMSVJHSS`H]HPSHISLYPJLO\ZR
,HJO VM [OLZL LUKLH]V\YZ PZ HU LMMVY[ H[ LULYN` HJJLZZ
MVY [OL WVVYLZ[ HUK [OL YLTV[LZ[ >L PU NV]LYUTLU[ HYL
[Y`PUN [V LUJV\YHNL Y\YHS LU[YLWYLUL\YZOPW HUK THRL P[
LHZPLY MVY WVVY JP[PaLUZ [V HJJLZZ [OLZL ZLY]PJLZ [OYV\NO
WVSPJ` HUK ÄUHUJPHS PU[LY]LU[PVUZ PUJS\KPUN WYLMLYLU[PHS
[HYPMMZHUKHJVTIPUH[PVUVMJHWP[HSZ\IZPK`ZVM[SVHUZHUK
PU[LYLZ[Z\I]LU[PVU
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ILPUN KLWSV`LK PU 0UKPH I`  HUK  4> I` 
P[ZLSM)`SL]LYHNPUNKVTLZ[PJHUKMVYLPNUPU]LZ[TLU[Z[OL
4PZZPVUMYHTL^VYR^PSSMHJPSP[H[LHUKWYV]PKL[OLMV\UKH[PVU
MVY [OL WYP]H[L ZLJ[VY [V WHY[PJPWH[L HUK [V LUNHNL PU
YLZLHYJO KL]LSVWTLU[HUKTHU\MHJ[\YPUN KLWSV`TLU[
>P[OPU SLZZ [OHU [^V `LHYZ VM P[Z SH\UJO [OL 4PZZPVU OHZ
Z\JJLLKLKPUJH[HS`ZPUN[OLPUZ[HSSH[PVUVMHYV\UK4>
JHWHJP[` ZVSHY WV^LY WYVQLJ[Z PU [OL JV\U[Y` 6UL VM [OL
THQVYHJOPL]LTLU[ZVM[OL4PZZPVUPZHZPNUPÄJHU[YLK\J[PVU
PU ZVSHY WV^LY [HYPMM HUK [OL VMMLYLK [HYPMM OHZ UV^ MHSSLU
I` V]LY  WLY JLU[ [V HU H]LYHNL VM   <:  JLU[Z WLY
RPSV^H[[OV\Y;OPZZ[LLWKLJSPULPUZVSHYWV^LY[HYPMMHMÄYTZ
[OL 4PZZPVU»Z HPT [V HJOPL]L NYPK WHYP[` PU [OL ZOVY[LZ[
possible timeframe.
+LZWP[L [OL Z[YVUN W\ZO MVY ZVSHY LULYN` ^PUK LULYN`
JVU[PU\LZ[VJVU[YPI\[LZPNUPÄJHU[S`[VV\YYLUL^HISLLULYN`
TH[YP_>P[OV]LY.>PUZ[HSSLKJHWHJP[`0UKPHJVTWL[LZ
NSVIHSS` PU THU\MHJ[\YPUN HUK KLWSV`TLU[ HUK VJJ\WPLZ
[OLÄM[OWVZP[PVUPU[OL^VYSK6\YWVSPJ`MYHTL^VYRPU^PUK
LULYN`NLULYH[PVUPZL_[YLTLS`PU]LZ[VYMYPLUKS`(UH[[YHJ[P]L
MLLKPU [HYPMM Z\WWVY[P]L YLN\SH[VY` YLNPTL HUK ÄZJHS HUK
WYVTV[PVUHS PUJLU[P]LZ WYV]PKL H Z[YVUN MV\UKH[PVU MVY
[OLNYV^[OVM[OLZLJ[VY6\YSH[LZ[KLJPZPVU[VPUJLU[P]PZL
NLULYH[PVUVMWV^LYI`HNLULYH[PVU
India’s wind sector is the world’s 5th largest with over 16 GW of installed capacity
IHZLKPUJLU[P]L^PSSOLSWJYLH[LHSL]LS
WSH`PUN ÄLSK IL[^LLU MVYLPNU HUK
KVTLZ[PJ PU]LZ[VYZ HUK H[[YHJ[ TVYL
PU]LZ[TLU[ZPU[OPZZLJ[VY
)PVTHZZ ^OPJO PZ H JHYIVU
UL\[YHS M\LS ZV\YJL VM LULYN` OVSKZ
JVUZPKLYHISL WYVTPZL MVY 0UKPH 6\Y
Z\YWS\ZIPVTHZZTH[LYPHSPZLZ[PTH[LK
[V IL HIV\[  TPSSPVU [VUULZ" [OPZ
JV\SKWV[LU[PHSS`IL\ZLK[VNLULYH[L
HIV\[  .> VM WV^LY (WHY[ MYVT
WYV]PKPUNYLSPLMMYVTWV^LYZOVY[HNLZ
WV^LY WYVQLJ[Z IHZLK VU IPVTHZZ
^V\SK NLULYH[L LTWSV`TLU[ PU V\Y
Y\YHS HYLHZ ;OL` JV\SK HSZV OLSW [OL
Z[HIPSPZH[PVU VM [OL LSLJ[YPJP[` NYPK PU
Z\JO HYLHZ >L HYL ^VYRPUN [V^HYKZ
H 5H[PVUHS )PVLULYN` 4PZZPVU ;OPZ
TPZZPVU ^PSS ^OPJO ^PSS OLSW KL]PZL H
WVSPJ` HUK YLN\SH[VY` LU]PYVUTLU[
[V WYV]PKL H WYLKPJ[HISL PUJLU[P]L
Z[Y\J[\YL MVY YHWPK HUK SHYNLZJHSL
9LUL^HISLLULYN`HWWSPJH[PVUZOH]L[OLNYLH[HK]HU[HNL
VMTLL[PUNKLJLU[YHSPZLKULLKZV[OLY[OHUY\YHSLSLJ[YPÄJH[PVU
[VV)`KVPUNZV[OL`TP[PNH[L[OLJVUZLX\LUJLZVMWV^LY
ZOVY[HNLI`WYV]PKPUNZVS\[PVUZH[[OLJVUZ\TW[PVUWVPU[
6]LY.>VMWV^LYPZJ\YYLU[S`NLULYH[LKI`KPLZLS6]LY
TPSSPVU[VUULZVMM\YUHJLVPSPZ\ZLKHUU\HSS`MVYTLL[PUN
PUJYLTLU[HS WYVJLZZOLH[ YLX\PYLTLU[Z :VSHY LULYN` JHU
ZH]LIV[OI`HJ[PUNHZOLH[HZ^LSSHZWV^LYZV\YJL>P[OVPS
WYPJLZNVPUN\WHUKZVSHYWYPJLZJVTPUNKV^U[OL[PWWPUN
WVPU[ PZ HWWYVHJOPUN MVY SHYNLZJHSL VMMNYPK KL]LSVWTLU[
8\P[L UH[\YHSS` PUK\Z[YPLZ MHJPUN WV^LY ZOVY[HNL [LSLJVT
[V^LYZ\ZPUNKPLZLSHUKHNYPJ\S[\YHSW\TWZL[Z\ZPUNKPLZLS
SHYNLRP[JOLUZ\ZPUN37.HYLWYVTPZPUNJHUKPKH[LZMVY[OPZ
LMMVY[ (SS [OLZL HWWSPJH[PVUZ OH]L [OL WV[LU[PHS VM ZH]PUN
O\UKYLKZ VM [OV\ZHUKZ VM SP[YLZ VM KPLZLS RLYVZLUL HUK
JVVRPUN NHZ HUU\HSS` ;OL` ^PSS ZWH^U UL^ ÄUHUJPHS HUK
I\ZPULZZTVKLSZHZ^LSSHZHUHJJLW[HUJLVMZLY]PJLKLSP]LY`
PU H KPZ[YPI\[LK THUULY [OH[ Z\WWVY[Z SVJHS LU[YLWYLUL\YZ
^P[OSV^JVZ[M\UKZ
0U 1HU\HY`  [OL .V]LYUTLU[ VM 0UKPH SH\UJOLK [OL
1H^HOHYSHS 5LOY\ 5H[PVUHS :VSHY 4PZZPVU 155:4 ;OPZ PZ
H \UPX\L HUK HTIP[PV\Z 4PZZPVU [OH[ HPTZ [V MHJPSP[H[L [OL
KLWSV`TLU[VM4>VMNYPKJVUULJ[LKZVSHYLULYN`
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JHWP[HS PU]LZ[TLU[ PU IPVTHZZ LULYN` HWWSPJH[PVUZ HUK PUSHYNLU\TILYZHUKKL]LSVWHZ\P[HISLTLJOHUPZTMVYYPZR
LUJV\YHNL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM Y\YHS LU[LYWYPZLZ MVY WYVQLJ[ TP[PNH[PVU VY ZOHYPUN PZ HUV[OLY RL` JOHSSLUNL 0UUV]H[P]L
KL]LSVWTLU[ HUK Z\Z[HPUHISL VWLYH[PVU VM IPVLULYN` ÄUHUJPUN Z[YH[LNPLZ HYL YLX\PYLK ¶ TPJYV JYLKP[ VY TPJYV
systems.
SLUKPUNMVYLULYN`HJJLZZHUK[HYNL[LKWYVQLJ[JYLKP[ZHUK
;OLJOHSSLUNLILMVYL\ZPU[OLYLUL^HISLLULYN`ZLJ[VY LX\P[`KLI[ÄUHUJPUN
NLULYHSS`HUKPU0UKPHWHY[PJ\SHYS`PZ[VYLK\JL[OLWLY\UP[
>P[O PUJYLHZPUN KLWSV`TLU[ SL]LSZ LUZ\YPUN H]HPSHIPSP[`
JVZ[VMYLUL^HISLLULYN`/LUJL[OLYLPZHJVU[PU\V\ZULLK VM HWWYVWYPH[LS` ZRPSSLK THUWV^LY PZ HUV[OLY JOHSSLUNL
[VPUUV]H[L[VPUJYLHZLLMÄJPLUJPLZLUZ\YLJVZ[YLK\J[PVUZ (S[OV\NO LMMVY[Z OH]L ILLU THKL PU [OPZ KPYLJ[PVU HUK H
HUK SV^ TH[LYPHS JVUZ\TW[PVU PUJYLHZLK YLJ`JSPUN HUK U\TILYVMHJHKLTPJPUZ[P[\[PVUZPUK\Z[YPHS[YHPUPUNPUZ[P[\[LZ
L_[LUKLK[LJOUPJHSSPML[PTLZ(SS[OLZLPUUV]H[PVUZJHUVUS` L[JOH]LILLUPU]VS]LKPU]VS]PUNPUK\Z[Y`PUHIPN^H`^V\SK
YLZ\S[ MYVT IL[[LY YLZLHYJO HUK PUKPNLUV\Z [LJOUVSVNPLZ ILYLX\PYLK
;OPZPZ^O`YLZLHYJOHUKKL]LSVWTLU[PUYLUL^HISLLULYN`
;OL JOHSSLUNL MVY 0UKPH PZ NPNHU[PJ HUK L_JP[PUN >L JHU
PZZ\JOHTHQVYHYLHVMHJ[PVU0ÄYTS`ILSPL]L[OH[^LULLK ZL[ OPZ[VY` VU H OVWLM\S JV\YZL ¶ H^H` MYVT WV]LY[` HUK
H^OVSLUL^LJVZ`Z[LTPU]VS]PUNI\ZPULZZHJHKLTPHHUK KLZWHPY HUK [V^HYKZ KL]LSVWTLU[ HUK KPNUP[` >L OH]L
NV]LYUTLU[PUHZ`TIPV[PJYLZLHYJOLMMVY[
THKLJVUZPKLYHISLWYVNYLZZVUV\YV^UI\[^LZ[PSSOH]L
( YLSH[LK JOHSSLUNL PZ YLK\JPUN PTWVY[ KLWLUKLUJL HUK TPSLZ[VNV4`]PZPVUPZ[VZLL[OH[L]LY`0UKPHUOHZHJJLZZ
KL]LSVWTLU[ VM PUKPNLUV\Z [LJOUVSVN` HUKVY [LJOUVSVN` [VJSLHULULYN`YLSPHIS`HUKHMMVYKHIS`;VKH`»Z[LJOUVSVN`
[YHUZMLY ;OL J\YYLU[S` ZRL^LK NSVIHS KPZ[YPI\[PVU VM WYV]PKLZ \Z [OPZ VWWVY[\UP[` 0[ PZ MVY \Z [V YPZL [VNL[OLY
PU[LSSLJ[\HS WYVWLY[` YPNO[Z HZ ^LSS HZ [OL \UHMMVYKHIS` [V [HRL HK]HU[HNL VM [OLZL VWWVY[\UP[PLZ HUK [YHUZSH[L [V
OPNO JVZ[Z VM PTWVY[LK [LJOUVSVN` HJ[Z HZ H IHYYPLY [V [OL YLHSP[`[OL]PZPVUVMHIL[[LY^VYSKMVYHSSTHURPUK

ZWLLKPLY PUKPNLUPZH[PVU VM YLUL^HISL LULYN` [LJOUVSVNPLZ This article is an edited and updated version of The Tenth Darbari Seth Memorial Lecture
0UKPHSVVRZ[VJYLH[LWHY[ULYZOPWZIL[^LLU079OVSKLYZHUK on A Renewable Future for India delivered by Dr Farooq Abdullah, Minister of New and
Renewable Energy at The Energy and Research Institute(TERI), New Delhi, India.
SVJHS[LJOUVSVN`L_WLY[PZL,Z[HISPZOPUN[HYNL[LKPU[LYUH[PVUHS
JVSSHIVYH[PVUZHTVUNPUK\Z[Y`HJHKLTPH
HUK[OLWYP]H[LZLJ[VYJVU[PU\LZ[VILH India’s solar tariff has fallen by over 30 per cent to an average of US¢17 per kW/h
JOHSSLUNLHZ^LSSHZHWYPVYP[`
>P[O PUJYLHZLK ]VS\TLZ OHUKSPUN
PU[LYTP[[LUJ` VM YLUL^HISL WV^LY
WHY[PJ\SHYS` MYVT ZVSHY HUK ^PUK WVZL
HUV[OLY ZL[ VM JOHSSLUNLZ ;OLZL
JHSS MVY WSHUUPUN MVY H IHSHUJPUN VM
WV^LY Z`Z[LTZ KL]LSVWPUN O`IYPK
Z`Z[LTZ PTWYV]LTLU[Z PU MVYLJHZ[PUN
[LJOUVSVN` JYLH[PUN HU LMÄJPLU[ HUK
resilient renewable power transmission
PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL
HUK
KL]LSVWTLU[
VM Z[VYHNL [LJOUVSVNPLZ .SVIHSS`
KL]LSVWTLU[ VM Z[VYHNL [LJOUVSVNPLZ
has not been in line with wind and
ZVSHY [LJOUVSVN` KL]LSVWTLU[Z ;OPZ
HYLHYLX\PYLZSLHYUPUNMYVTPU[LYUH[PVUHS
L_WLYPLUJLZ HUK [HYNL[LK PU[LYUH[PVUHS
JVSSHIVYH[PVU
(SS KLWSV`TLU[ KL]LSVWTLU[ HUK
YLZLHYJO YLX\PYL ÄUHUJPUN .LHYPUN \W
[OLIHURPUNZLJ[VY[VÄUHUJLYLUL^HISLZ
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Coal: A bet
that could
go either way?
By Fatih Birol,
Chief Economist, International Energy Agency

;OPZPZYLÅLJ[LKI`[OL^PKLKPMMLYLUJLPUWYVQLJ[PVUZMVY
coal demand across the three scenarios presented in the
IEA’s World Energy Outlook 2011 (Figure 2). Maintaining
current policies would see coal use rise by a further 65 per
cent by 2035, overtaking oil as the largest fuel in the global
energy mix. In the central scenario for the Outlook – in which
recent government policy commitments are assumed to be
implemented in a cautious manner even if they are not yet
IHJRLK\WI`ÄYTTLHZ\YLZ¶NSVIHSJVHS\ZLYPZLZMVY[OL
UL_[[LU`LHYZI\[[OLUSL]LSZVMM[VÄUPZOWLYJLU[HIV]L
current levels. In the 450 Scenario, which assumes much
stronger policies to achieve the goal of limiting the long-term
global temperature increase to 2°C, coal demand peaks
before 2020 and then falls sharply.
One factor, however, is constant: non-OECD Asia,
especially China and India, are set to dominate the global
picture of future coal use, whatever its level. China is by
far the world’s biggest coal producer and has massive
resources. Its consumption of coal is almost half of global
demand and its Five-Year Plan for 2011 to 2015, which aims
to reduce the energy and carbon intensity of the economy,
will be a determining factor for world coal markets. China
has long been a net exporter of coal, so the speed and
magnitude of its emergence as a net importer in 2009 –
which in some ways could be seen as analogous
to Saudi Arabia becoming an oil importer –
OHK H THQVY PTWHJ[ VU [YHKLK JVHS THYRL[Z 0[
Figure 1: Growth in world energy demand, 2000-2001
contributed to rising prices and new investment
in exporting countries, including Australia,
Indonesia, Russia and Mongolia. But it would take
only a relatively small shift in domestic demand or
supply for China to become a net-exporter again,
competing for markets against the countries that
are now investing to supply its needs.
India – currently the third-largest coal user
worldwide behind China and the United States –
is likely to see continued rapid expansion in coal
demand in the absence of radical policy change.
India’s coal use, which increased by about 80
per cent between 2000 and 2010, is expected
to more than double by 2035 as it displaces the
United States as the world’s second-largest coal
consumer. Over 60 per cent of the rise comes from
[OLWV^LYZLJ[VYYLÅLJ[PUN[OLLUVYTV\ZSH[LU[
demand for electricity across the subcontinent.
Consequently, India is poised to become the

he global coal industry has experienced an incredible
decade, with demand growth for this one fuel alone
nearly matching the aggregate growth seen across
gas, oil, nuclear and all forms of renewables – including
hydro, wind biofuels, solar, etc (Figure 1). Even in percentage
terms, growth in coal use over the decade outpaced growth
in renewables, although this was a time of take-off for many
and they started from a low base. The importance of coal
in the global energy mix is now the highest since 1971. It
remains the backbone of electricity generation and has been
the fuel underpinning the rapid industrialisation of emerging
economies, helping to lift hundreds of millions of people out
of energy poverty.
But, when looking to the horizon, many questions
remain and the outlook may well have some uncertainties.
This is because coal is a carbon-intensive fuel and the
LU]PYVUTLU[HSJVUZLX\LUJLZVMP[Z\ZLJHUILZPNUPÄJHU[
LZWLJPHSS` PM P[ PZ \ZLK PULMÄJPLU[S` HUK ^P[OV\[ LMMLJ[P]L
emissions and waste control technologies. Government
KLJPZPVUZ YLÅLJ[PUN [OLPY Q\KNLTLU[Z HZ [V [OL IHSHUJL
between the relevant social, economic and environmental
considerations, particularly their success in encouraging the
development and deployment of clean coal technologies,
are crucial to the future pattern of coal demand.

Source: World Energy Outlook 2011

T
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Source: World Energy Outlook 2011

world’s biggest importer of coal soon after 2020, as rapid
carbon price and technical considerations.
demand growth is likely to outstrip domestic supply. In other
In the longer term, the deployment of carbon capture
words, India is set to become the new China as far as coal
HUK Z[VYHNL **: [LJOUVSVN` VU H ZPNUPÄJHU[ ZJHSL
imports are concerned.
is another potential “game-changer” for coal. If widely
So it is clear that energy and environmental policy will
deployed, CCS technology could potentially reconcile the
play a decisive role in future coal use. In some countries, its
continued widespread use of coal with the need to reduce
use may be deliberately encouraged for economic, social
carbon dioxide emissions. While the technology exists to
or energy security reasons. For instance, if action were
capture, transport and permanently store these emissions
taken to provide electricity access by 2030 to the 1.3 billion
in geological formations, it has yet to be demonstrated on a
people in the world without it today, coal would be expected
large scale in the power and industrial sectors and so costs
to account for more than half of the fuel required to provide
remain uncertain. The current picture is still one in which
additional on-grid connections. In other countries, policies
many legal, regulatory and economic issues need to be
may be designed to encourage switching away from coal to
resolved. The experience yet to be gained from the operation
more environmentally benign or lower carbon sources, such
VM SHYNLZJHSL KLTVUZ[YH[PVU WYVQLJ[Z ^PSS IL JYP[PJHS [V
as through air quality regulations or carbon penalties. While
KYP]PUNKV^U[OLJVZ[ZHUKYLK\JPUNLMÄJPLUJ`SVZZLZHUK
a global agreement on carbon pricing has been elusive,
hence, the prospects for widespread deployment of CCS.
a growing number of countries are taking steps to put a
;HRLU[VNL[OLY[OL^PKLZWYLHKHKVW[PVUVMTVYLLMÄJPLU[
price on carbon emissions, including China where there are
coal power plants and of CCS would help secure the position
several pilot schemes underway.
of coal in our future energy mix and make an important
In terms of technology, the widespread deployment of
contribution to tackling climate change. But without these
TVYL LMÄJPLU[ JVHSÄYLK WV^LY WSHU[Z PZ HU LZZLU[PHS ÄYZ[ technologies, the world will need to move gradually away
step for the longer term use of coal. This needs to be a
from coal towards low-carbon technologies, seeing global
OPNOWYPVYP[`LZWLJPHSS`^OLYLWV^LYWSHU[ÅLL[ZHYLILPUN coal demand and coal’s share of the energy mix decline in
YHWPKS` L_WHUKLK 0M [OL NSVIHS H]LYHNL SL]LS VM LMÄJPLUJ` the process.

VMJVHSÄYLKWV^LY
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Figure 2: World primary coal demand by region and scenario
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Energising
Africa with
renewables
By Adnan Amin,
Director-General, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

o meet its growing demand, Africa has an urgent need
to raise the level of investment in its power sector. The
region currently has 147 GW of installed capacity, a
level comparable to the capacity China installs in two years.
Capacity is concentrated in the North and South of the
continent. In sub-Saharan Africa, average per capita electricity
consumption is 153 kWh/year equivalent to just 6 per cent
of the global average. Nearly 600 million African citizens lack
access to electricity. Electricity blackouts occur on a daily basis
in many African countries, in many cases causing people and
enterprises to rely on expensive diesel power generation to
meet their electricity needs, costing some African economies
between 1 per cent and 5 per cent of GDP annually.
At the same time, Africa’s population and economic
growth rates are amongst the highest in the world. Out
of the ten fastest-growing economies in 2010, six are in
sub-Saharan Africa. As a result, the continent will need to
add around 250 GW of capacity between now and 2030
to meet demand growth.
Africa faces a unique opportunity as nearly two-thirds of
this additional capacity has yet to be built. The continent
JHU ILULÄ[ MYVT [OL YLJLU[ [LJOUVSVN` PTWYV]LTLU[Z
and cost reductions in renewable power generation
technologies, to leapfrog the development path taken by
industrialised countries and move directly to a renewablebased system.
Governments in Africa now consider renewable energy
as a core element of their energy strategy to provide access
to millions of citizens whilst contributing to energy security
and climate change mitigation (IRENA, 2011). This is part
of a global trend. Renewable power generation is now the
fastest growing sector of the energy mix and accounts for
HSTVZ[HÄM[OVMHSSLSLJ[YPJP[`WYVK\JLK^VYSK^PKL
A key feature of many renewable power supply options is
their capability to operate economically at small scale. This
is a very attractive feature in situations, such as are found
in most parts of Africa, where there is no established grid.
Furthermore, the costs of renewable energy technologies
OH]L JVTL KV^U ZPNUPÄJHU[S` PU [OL WHZ[ KLJHKL [V [OL
point where they can often compete with fossil fuels without
subsidies. An analysis by the European Commission
suggests that an optimal mix to meet Africa’s demand growth
would consist of approximately one third grid expansion,
one third mini-grids and one third off-grid systems.
Africa is endowed with vast untapped renewable energy
resources that can provide electricity for all at an affordable
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cost. The potential for hydropower is estimated around
150 GW, spread over the major river basins. Wind power
potential in the north east, north west, south and certain
elevated spots in the Sahara and Sahel areas is among the
best in the world. Solar resources are excellent everywhere
except in the rainforest zone, where biomass resources
offer an attractive alternative option. The East African
rift valley offers interesting opportunities for geothermal
LULYN`/V^L]LY[OLYLPZUV¸VULZPaLÄ[ZHSS¹ZVS\[PVUMVY
Africa’s needs and the optimum mix varies by power pool,
by country and even on a smaller spatial scale (Figure 1).
Opinion is divided on Africa’s potential for energy crops,
which will depend on the future increase of agricultural
productivity, population growth, changing food consumption
patterns, and on net lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emission
YLK\J[PVUZ ;OLYL PZ NLULYHS HNYLLTLU[ [OH[ ZPNUPÄJHU[
quantities of agricultural waste residues are available that can
IL \ZLK *V\U[YPLZ Z\JO HZ 4VaHTIPX\L OH]L ZPNUPÄJHU[
unused land suitable for bioenergy production. Achieving
the necessary economies of scale and overcoming the
logistical challenges while meeting sustainability criteria such
as lifecycle GHG reductions, including land use change
as well as social standards, will be critical for a successful
deployment of biofuels in Africa (IEA, 2010).
Although Africa’s potential for renewables is relatively
well known, precise assessments are needed to provide
the basis for bankable generation projects. Accurate data
are not currently available for many project locations.
Improving the resource dataset is therefore a priority.
IRENA has been working on new datasets for wind, solar
and biomass for all African countries and bankable wind
data for Namibia. The Agency is also coordinating global
efforts to develop a Global Solar and Wind Atlas, through
the Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) process and the UN
Sustainable Energy for All Initiative (SE4ALL).
Access to technology is another key issue affecting
Africa’s uptake of renewable energy. The importation of
equipment is often hampered by taxation and the lack of
a sizeable market, which drives up cost. IRENA analysis
shows that project costs in Africa are higher than in other
parts of the world. Projects often need to encompass
enabling infrastructure because equipment is imported.
Financing costs are high because of perceived risk and
the opportunity cost of capital. Moreover, international
development projects tend to incur substantial transaction
costs. Although local production of equipment is currently

limited in many African countries, IRENA analysis suggests
transportation and industry, which can enjoy similar or even
that the local content in projects could rise to 45-80 per
OPNOLYILULÄ[Z;YHKP[PVUHSZVSPKIPVTHZZPUY\YHSHYLHZHUK
cent, depending on the technology, which should help
charcoal use in cities currently dominates energy endYLK\JL JVZ[Z 09,5(  6UL VM [OL RL` ILULÄ[Z VM use in sub-Saharan Africa. Traditional biomass presents a
an industrialisation strategy through renewable energy
number of challenges such as its health impacts, increasing
PZ P[Z WV[LU[PHS [V JYLH[L QVIZ HUK ILULÄ[ THU` ZLJ[VYZ ZJHYJP[`HUKPUJVU]LUPLUJLVM\ZL(TP_VM37.LMÄJPLU[
of society, in contrast to fossil fuels exports, which risk
cooking stoves, biogas and advanced liquid biofuels is
crowding out other economic activity.
emerging as a viable solution. Governments should give
Renewables can therefore bring new income sources
priority to providing economically viable alternatives, while
to African nations. In North Africa, the Desertec Industrial
at the same time encouraging a more sustainable use
Initiative aims to install 100 GW capacity by 2050 to export
of traditional biomass. Cities should be a priority, where
electricity to the European market. Morocco, so far the only
costly charcoal use dominates and alternatives can be
African country with a powerline connection with Europe,
economically viable today.
OHZILLUJOVZLUHZ[OLÄYZ[SVJH[PVU[VKL]LSVWH4>
In conclusion, Africa stands at a crossroads with the
Concentrated Solar Plant as part of the Desertec Initiative.
opportunity to build a modern renewable energy-based
The magnitude of the investments required is such
economy across the continent. While upfront investment
that governments will need public-private partnerships
costs may be higher, renewable energy use will generate
in order to scale up investment in generation capacity.
ZPNUPÄJHU[ILULÄ[Z[OH[V\[^LPNOJVZ[ZPU[OLTLKP\T[V
While access rates are improving in some countries, the
long term. The critical challenge for African governments
business environment and policy framework are still not
is the establishment of robust policy frameworks that will
Z\MÄJPLU[S`YVI\Z[[VH[[YHJ[[OLSL]LSVMWYP]H[LPU]LZ[TLU[ make this energy revolution possible.

required to install the additional 250
GW by 2030. In many countries
Figure 1: Electricity production mix in the Renewable Scenario
electricity is subsidised and sold at
by country and fuel in the ECOWAS power pool, 2030
prices below production cost. The
result is that utilities lack capital that is
sorely needed for investments.
The development of clear and
stable policy frameworks is essential
to enable the private sector to
PU]LZ[ ^P[O JVUÄKLUJL 09,5( OHZ
recently instigated a new countrydriven process – the Renewables
Readiness Assessment (RRA) – which
assesses national policy frameworks
and gives a measure of a country’s
readiness to adopt renewables
with recommendations for policy
adjustments. To date Mozambique
and Senegal have been assessed
under the RRA process and a regional
roll-out in the ECOWAS region will
follow during 2012 (IRENA, 2012).
Adoption of renewable energy
offers Africa other advantages for
end-use sectors, such as cooking,
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Water, energy:
The same shock,
the same battle
By Loïc Fauchon,
President, World Water Council

hile motorists worldwide, eyes riveted on the
petrol pump, wait impatiently for good news from
the Straits of Hormuz and the Libyan shores, do
those same motorists, as French citizens, pay attention
[V [OL SV^LYPUN VM [OL 5PSL»Z ^H[LY SL]LS VY [OL ÄSSPUN PU VM
Iguaçu’s lake? Yet water and energy, it’s the same shock
and the same battle.
Today, water and energy are interdependent resources.
This question must be given a place within public debate.
We can be pleased that it was at at the heart of discussions
during the 6th World Water Forum, which gathered from
12-17 March all those who wish to advance the cause of
water and of energy.
On the demand side, it is the same disadvantaged
populations that lack access to drinking water and to
electricity: surely 2 billion people, if not more, not to mention
sanitation. But water and energy are crucial for human,
economic and social development. They are necessary for
M\SÄSSPUN IHZPJ ULLKZ MVY H KLJLU[ SPML" ^P[OV\[ ^H[LY HUK
energy, there is no food, no health, and no education.
Water and energy demands are both continuously
increasing. Every twelve years there are one billion more
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inhabitants, overwhelming mega-cities that are growing
like mushrooms and that are potential health bombs, with
evolution in climate confusing political leaders’ and citizens’
actions. All these realities negatively impact the management
of essential resources, becoming more and more rare.
<YNLUJ`RUVJRZH[[OLKVVY"P[PZYLHSHUKWYV]LU-VY[OL
medium-term needs are huge. By 2050, we are expecting
to double energy production and experience a 50 per cent
increase in water demand. If we do not act, if we do not
create new offers, and if we do not drastically regulate
KLTHUK[LUZPVUZ^PSSKLNLULYH[LPU[VJVUÅPJ[Z

Water and energy, common approaches

Because they are interdependent, both energy and water
require regular dialogue and the sharing of experiences and
ZVS\[PVUZZVHZ[VNLULYH[LTVYLLMÄJPLU[HUKJVZ[LMMLJ[P]L
ways of using these two resources in the future.
;V KV ZV WYVMLZZPVUHSZ MYVT IV[O ÄLSKZ T\Z[ ^VYR
together towards better knowledge and regular and
sustainable support for issues that are common concerns
for both water and energy. It is for this reason that, during
the 6th World Water Forum, the World Energy Council and
the World Water Council announced their
>P[OV\[KYHZ[PJYLN\SH[PVU^H[LYZOVY[HNLZJV\SKZVVUNP]LYPZL[VJVUÅPJ[Z
intention to cooperate at the international
SL]LS [V WYVTV[L NYLH[LY LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ`
in the management of water resources, to
make known and enhance the necessary
contribution of energy to the water sector
and to facilitate cross-sector dialogue.
Additionally, a common demand regulation
approach is also needed in both sectors.
Over the last century, governments, political
HUK ÄUHUJPHS H\[OVYP[PLZ OH]L Z[YP]LK [V
increase the offer through new infrastructure
and more equipment, so as to improve
access to water and electricity for all sorts
of uses.
This policy of “offer at any price” that
often resulted in subsidised costs for water
and energy much lower than actual market
prices, globally encouraged waste and
overconsumption.
This policy of unprotected increases
in offer and lack of harmonious resource
management has very clearly shown its
limitations.
24 World Energy Insight 2012

It is not only that the era of easy water is over, but the era
of easy energy as well. Tomorrow, we will have to consume
less, to consume “better” so as to respond to Mankind’s
expectations, while respecting Nature.

Mobilising for investments and good
governance

for Rare Resources”, supported institutionally, especially
JYLH[LK[VLUJV\YHNLLULYN`WYVK\J[PVUZWLJPÄJHSS`MVY^H[LY
Through these new solutions that stand out among so
many others, we clearly see that water and energy are at the
heart of the world’s security for tomorrow.
This “Water Security” is one of a number of future strategic
requirements, such as energy, nuclear and maritime security,
in particular.
0[ PZ ÄYZ[ VM HSS O\THU ZLJ\YP[` VUL [OH[ JVUJLYUZ IHZPJ
needs: obtaining enough water (and energy) to feed and
heal the planet’s population. It is also economic security to
produce goods and services in a fair and incentive-based
environment. Finally, it is also environmental security to give
back to nature the water that is necessary for the preservation
of both biodiversity and the life of future generations.
It is thus that harmonious growth in the coming decades
can be imagined. A “Blue Planet” or “Green Growth”: the
colour doesn’t matter. What matters is the very nature,
quality and lifespan of this growth. What matters is to
know if, in the future, growth based on the best possible
THUHNLTLU[VM^H[LYHUKLULYN`^PSSILZ\MÄJPLU[MHPYHUK

respectful of both man and nature.

Many countries are also confronted with a severe lack
VM ÄUHUJPHS YLZV\YJLZ [V ZLJ\YL [OLPY M\[\YL LULYN` HUK
water supply. For water, energy is a pre-requisite and the
survival of a part of future generations depends on the
answer to this question. Today, the international community
T\Z[ YLÅLJ[ VU WYVWVZL HUK W\YZ\L ZVS\[PVUZ [V HUZ^LY
those challenges.
To accomplish this, it is necessary for the political world
to impose that part of the energy for water, necessary
for the poorest and most disadvantaged countries and
populations, be made available at a sustainably low cost,
so as to spare us a scenario where the soaring price of a
barrel would inevitably result in the lack of access to water
in the African bush or in Asian slums.
Could we also imagine a type of moratorium on price
increases, a solution which would aim to neutralise part
Global demand for water is expected to rise by 50 per cent by 2050
of the price or its recent or future increases?
(UV[OLY WVZZPIPSP[`! \ZL H ZWLJPÄJ M\LS [V WYVK\JL
the energy needed for water. This solution can be
compared to what existed or exists in several European
countries for so-called “domestic” diesel for use by
MHYTLYZÄZOLYTLUVY[H_PKYP]LYZ
(UV[OLY PKLH JVUZPZ[Z VM [OL JYLH[PVU VM H ZWLJPÄJ
tax on petroleum products, to be discussed with
oil-producing countries that would agree to support
and invest in a special fund, directly in the poorest
countries, dedicated only to water.
Those are just a few examples of potential solutions.
Another is more of a global concern and could increase
joint recognition for both water and energy needs.
Before the Copenhagen Summit, the World Water
Council asked to add water to the famous “energyclimate” package. Today, with the upcoming Doha
Summit, it’s more pertinent than ever. We believe that
the future of energy cannot be written without that of
water.
The world needs a “water-energy” package, with climate
change as a backdrop. For us, the water community, this
idea is translated by the establishment of a “World Fund
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Africa: Coping with the challenge
of climate change on the path
to sustainable development
By Abubakar S. Sambo, Director General and CEO,
Energy Commission of Nigeria and Vice Chair, Africa, WEC

he UN has declared 2012 the International Year of
Sustainable Energy for All. The issue of sustainable
energy development is a key consideration for
climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives, and
is an integral component of Africa’s ability to achieve the
inter-related economic, social and environmental aims of
sustainable development. Nearly one third of the global
WVW\SH[PVU SHJRZ HJJLZZ [V Z\Z[HPUHISL LMÄJPLU[ LULYN`
services that are environmentally friendly. Climate is likely to
affect everyone in one way or the other: from temperature
YPZLPUJYLHZLKÅVVKZHUKJOHUNLPUYHPUMHSSWH[[LYUZ[V[OL
spread of diseases like cholera and malaria. The challenges
that need to be overcome in sustainable development are
enormous. As a continent, Africa is experiencing one of
the fastest rates of urbanisation in the world, with SubSaharan Africa leading the way. By 2030 Africa will have
about 760 million urban residents, more than the entire
^LZ[LYU OLTPZWOLYL VM [VKH` (UK I`  [OL ÄN\YL PZ
expected to grow to about 1.2 billion. With more people
moving to cities, the demand is increasing for sustainable
development projects in energy and water, as well as
healthcare. African countries are likely to be severely
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affected because of the already high levels of poverty and
vulnerability. The impacts of environmental change on men
and women are likely to be different due to their different
roles and responsibilities.
Much of the focus of development interventions in
Africa have been on energy use at community level. For
example, many interventions have promoted the use
of improved stoves, which end the drudgery of woodfuel collection by women and children. The different
impacts of climate change, international energy policies,
and climate change mitigation activities on men and
women have not been articulated or researched into
properly at the national and regional levels. These impacts
JHU WSH` ZPNUPÄJHU[ YVSLZ PU TP[PNH[PUN JSPTH[L JOHUNL
activities at the local level. Energy policies therefore need
to be explored and addressed.
In the developing world, 1.3 billion people now live below
the poverty threshold, 70 per cent of whom are women.
Energy use is a yardstick for socio-economic development,
HUK P[ PZ JSLHY [OH[ LULYN` WV]LY[` HUK PULMÄJPLUJ` HYL
widespread in Africa. Energy use is closely linked to a range
of social issues: poverty alleviation, population growth,
urbanisation, and lack of opportunities.

Despite rapid ubanisation, energy poverty remains widespread in Africa

Promoting sustainable energy
in Africa

Major initiatives must be taken and
scaled-up at all levels to make progress.
The measures that should be embarked
upon in Africa include:
3ULRULWLVLQJ HIðFLHQW LQVWLWXWLRQDO
UHJXODWRU\ DQG SROLF\ IUDPHZRUNV
African policy-makers should pay special
consideration to policy measures which
clarify the role of various stakeholders
(public and private); improve the
investment climate in general through
more favourable legal and regulatory
reforms; strengthen the role of
independent energy regulatory bodies
and lift barriers to the realisation of
regional integration projects in energy.
Co-opting women in making energy
policies will enhance the promotion of
sustainable energy and alleviate energy
poverty in Africa.
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,QFUHDVLQJ ðQDQFLDO ñRZV WRZDUGV WKH $IULFDQ HQHUJ\ 3URPRWLQJ FRRUGLQDWLRQ DQG FRKHUHQFH DPRQJ DOO
VHFWRU International development partners, including the
LQWHUQDWLRQDO SDUWQHUV More efforts must be made by
UN, should enhance their role to support African Nations to
all energy stakeholders, especially UN organisations, to
undertake the necessary reforms conducive to a coherent,
create coherence, complementarities and effectiveness in
transparent and attractive investment framework and
energy policy initiatives in Africa. This can be achieved in
increase their advocacy and funding function to mobilise
the framework of a collaborative mechanism such as UNHUK ZPNUPÄJHU[S` PUJYLHZL ÄUHUJPHS ÅV^ [V^HYKZ (MYPJH MVY Energy/Africa.
investment in energy projects. Commitments made to set
the NEPAD energy initiatives as a priority for the continent,
Conclusion
should be reinforced.
In conclusion, energy production and utilisation is the
,PSURYLQJ WKH VKDUH RI 5( LQ WKH $IULFDQ HQHUJ\ PL[ main source of greenhouse gases emissions and global
African governments should put in place coherent regulatory
warming and the solution lies in adopting clean, sustainable,
and policy frameworks that support the development of
alternative energy systems and strategies, which include
thriving markets for renewable energy technologies and
ILOH]PV\YHS JOHUNLZ WYVTV[PUN VM LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ` HUK
recognise the important role of the private sector. This
conservation, expanded development of renewable energy
includes removing barriers; allowing fair competition in
YLZV\YJLZHKHW[H[PVUVMJSLHUHUKLMÄJPLU[MVZZPSJVU]LYZPVU
energy markets; and taking into account the concept of
[LJOUVSVNPLZHUKU\JSLHYÄZZPVUHUKM\ZPVU
internalising external costs for all energy sources.
Africa’s GHG emissions are negligible when compared
3URPRWLQJ UHJLRQDO HQHUJ\ LQWHJUDWLRQ DV D FDWDO\VW with global emissions, yet Africans are most vulnerable
IRU GHYHORSPHQW The Regional Energy Commissions
to the impacts of climate change, so we must start
(RECs), with the support of international partners, should
in our own ways to reduce emissions and clean
WYVTV[L YLNPVUHS LULYN` [YHKL HZ HU LMÄJPLU[ TLHUZ [V our environment.

reduce the uneven distribution of
energy resources in Africa; reduce Sub-Saharan Africa has the potential to be a leader in renewable energy
energy import cost burdens on most
national economies; and increase the
supply of secure and environmentally
sustainable energy.
/LQNLQJUXUDOHQHUJ\GHYHORSPHQW
SURJUDPPHVWRSRYHUW\UHGXFWLRQ
VWUDWHJLHV DQG WKH DFKLHYHPHQW
RI WKH 0'*V
International
development partners, regional,
sub-regional and national energy
stakeholders should view the energy
access problem as inseparable
from poverty reduction efforts and
economic growth strategies. They
should, therefore, be willing to
KYHZ[PJHSS` PUJYLHZL [OLPY ÄUHUJPHS
participation in the sector and
assist in the development of key
infrastructure that can sustain the
minimum economic growth required
to break the cycle of poverty and
achieve the MDGs.
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Facing up to the
“energy trilemma”:
A Brazilian perspective
By Luciano Coutinho,
President, Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES)

nergy systems are the basis for developing our
societies. The power and economic supremacy of
social groups or countries depend heavily on the
methods to generate, transform and use energy. Despite
being a recent announcement, the trilemma between
energy security, social equality and environmental impacts
has been evident in several forms since the 19th century,
when the Industrial Revolution transformed the landscape
and the infrastructure of cities.
The accelerated dissemination of fossil fuels resulted in
economic and social progress which was accompanied, for
example, by the negative effects of unbreathable air in the
surrounding areas of factories, as happened in Paris and
London at that time. Sources of new energy were already
a choice among the elements of the trilemma. We could
say that the trade-offs between such elements were always
inscribed in the nature of the way energy systems evolved.
Today, challenges posed by the energy trilemma have
risen to a global scale. The energy sector has overcome
enormous challenges, especially from a technological point
of view, but we have reached the 21st century in an energy
scenario that is associated with excessive social inequalities
and generating negative environmental impacts. While
WYL]PV\ZL]VS\[PVUTL[ZWLJPÄJULLKZ[OLVUNVPUNJOHSSLUNL
should be to meet multiple goals on a scale not achieved
by former transformations. What steps can we take in the
coming decades to implement green and socially-inclusive
development in a scenario in which fossil fuel sources still
predominate as the primary supply of energy?
In practical terms, the trilemma comprises several
dilemmas. The way in which each nation establishes
its policies and investments in energy depend on the
characteristics of each country or region: availability of
natural resources, income per capita, institutional and
regulatory reach, existence of an industrial base and
technological development.
For example, countries whose economies are focused
on exporting energy tend to have higher levels of energy
equality, with lower energy prices for the population. On the
other hand, due to the scarce diversity in energy sources,
long-term energy security may come under threat.
Countries with no abundant energy sources, which
are generally heavy importers of energy, after presenting
PUJYLHZLK PUJVTL WLY JHWP[H OH]L TVYL KPMÄJ\S[PLZ PU
providing modern energy at competitive prices to the
populace. For countries with higher income and lower
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energy sources, which generally have a small territory and
population, mitigating environmental impact may be effective
despite strong industrial companies in some sectors.
Developed and developing countries with extensive energy
sources and strong existing or growing energy infrastructure
tend to show a more harmonious balance between higher level
of energy security, equality and accessibility to modern energy.
What can we learn from the many different examples
around the world? First, there is no single solution when
seeking sustainability in energy. While there is a certain level
of inertia in the evolution of economic systems, the paths
taken by developing countries do not necessarily have to be
the same as those taken by more industrialised countries.
Second, in spite of the complexity of the energy trilemma
and the weak articulation presented by the international
community becoming hurdles for sustainable energy
ZVS\[PVUZZWLJPÄJPUP[PH[P]LZMYVTZL]LYHSJV\U[YPLZTH`IL
shared and assessed as national alternatives. Brazil is one
of these countries and has experience that can be replicated
in other regions around the world, namely:
Public Policies and Environmental Externalities: The
strategy to expand the Brazilian energy grid is associated
with the energy auctions for projects related to the National
Interconnected System (SIN). The auctions guarantee
predictability and stability and, coupled with the long-term
Power Purchase Agreements, they make it feasible for
private institutions to take part. In addition, the Brazilian
+L]LSVWTLU[ )HUR )5+,: VMMLYZ ÄUHUJPUN [V YHPZL
other resources. The BNDES fosters renewable energy by
VMMLYPUN H[[YHJ[P]L ÄUHUJPUN JVUKP[PVUZ ^OPJO PUJYLHZLZ
the competitiveness of renewable energy in the energy
auctions, thus reducing the market distortions caused by
environmental externalities, as happened recently with the
historic increase in wind energy projects in the country.
Universalisation: To make electricity available in regions
where investments in distribution are not attractive, the federal
government launched the Electricity for All Programme. In the
ÄYZ[UPUL`LHYZVM[OL7YVNYHTTLPU]LZ[TLU[ZTHUHNLK[V
reduce the numbers of those with no access to energy in the
country to a mere 1.4 per cent of the population, one of the
lowest rates among developing countries.
Mitigating the Environmental Impact of Hydroelectric
Plants: To reduce the socio-environmental impact of hydroelectricity, which is an energy source with low greenhouse
gas emissions (GGE) and which is of great importance to
the energy security of the country, the socio-environmental

scale has become part of all new projects from their initial
IL ÅL_PISL HUK ]HYPLK HZ ^LSS HZ HKHW[LK [V [OL Z[HNL VM
conception, when structural elements have not yet been
development in each country so as to avoid excessive
KLÄULK ;OPZ HWWYVHJO LUHISLZ [OL KYHZ[PJ YLK\J[PVU VM imbalance and technological dependence;
ULNH[P]L PTWHJ[Z Z\JO HZ H YLK\JLK U\TILY VM ÅVVKLK  ;YHUZP[PVU [V HU LJVUVT` ^P[O SV^LY JHYIVU LTPZZPVUZ
areas. Besides this, today, investments in economic and
requires new technological levels, investments and public
social development in municipalities surrounding the
administration. Additional costs of this transition for less
O`KYVLSLJ[YPJWSHU[ZHYLT\JOTVYLZPNUPÄJHU[
developed countries should be distributed across temporary
Sustainable Biofuel Production: Brazilian ethanol has
bases that are socially acceptable, in accordance with the
ILLUKLLTLK[OLTVZ[¸JHYIVULMÄJPLU[¹IPVM\LSWYVK\JLKPU capacity of more developed countries to collaborate;
the world. It can now be used in up to 84 per cent of the new
 >OPSL [OL` HYL PTWVY[HU[ THYRL[ ZVS\[PVUZ [V YLK\JL
cars manufactured in Brazil. So that expanding sugarcane
carbon emissions, such as the cap-and-trade system
production does not impact the production of foodstuffs
and carbon tax, are not enough to foster the needed
and native forests, the Brazilian government established
transformations. Establishing deeper commitment from
Sugarcane Agroecological Zoning, as the inhabited regions
the developed countries and the voluntary participation of
L_WHUKPUN [OLPY WSHU[H[PVUZ HYL KLÄULK -\Y[OLYTVYL [OPZ the more advanced developing countries may bring about
PUZ[Y\TLU[ OHZ PKLU[PÄLK  TPSSPVU OLJ[HYLZ PU KLNYHKLK solutions that combine planning and the market;
areas that may be used to expand the sector (this is eight
0UJLU[P]LZMVYYLZLHYJOPUNKL]LSVWPUNKLTVUZ[YH[PUNHUK
times the area of planted sugarcane today), which means
disseminating low-carbon technologies require substantial
that the growing production of Brazilian ethanol will not
ÄUHUJPHS YLZV\YJLZ HUK SVUN[LYT MVYLZPNO[ +L]LSVWTLU[
generate negative impacts related to the use of soil, thus
banks the world over are capable of leveraging investments
maintaining its eminently sustainable nature.
HUKHYLUH[\YHSJOHUULSZMVYMVYLZLLUPU[LYUH[PVUHSÄUHUJPHS
Brazilian Labeling Programme: This is aimed at increasing
ÅV^ZZ\JOHZ[OL.YLLU*SPTH[L-\UK
[OLKPZZLTPUH[PVUVMTVYLLMÄJPLU[THJOPULY`HUKLX\PWTLU[
The capacity of the world in integrating isolated initiatives
by establishing minimum technological standards for energy
that contribute to the sustainability of the energy sector
LMÄJPLUJ`HUKWYV]PKPUNPUMVYTH[PVU[VJVUZ\TLYZ
requires a change in society as a whole, and our capacity
Facing the trade-offs of the energy trilemma has offered
to implement such a change will only be revealed over the
some new possibilities:
coming years. Natural tensions within and stemming from
 7SHUUPUN HUK NV]LYUTLU[HS LMMVY[Z HYL M\UKHTLU[HS PU the energy trilemma will not be entirely overcome. But today
establishing regulatory policies, fostering incentives and
there is a wide array of national experiences that can be of
attracting private resources needed for investments in
NYLH[]HS\LPUTHRPUN[OLYLSH[LKHUKKPMÄJ\S[JOVPJLZ 
energy infrastructure, especially in renewable energy;
 >P[O UV HK]HUJL PU PU[LYUH[PVUHS JVVYKPUH[LK Brazil’s Itaipu hydro plant: The world’s largest by generating capacity
support for energy sustainability, national efforts will
remain isolated policies;
;OLTHPUMVJ\ZVMZ\Z[HPUHIPSP[`WVSPJPLZZOV\SKIL[OL
least economically-developed countries and the lowestincome classes in all countries. Universalising access to
electric power and modern sources of biomass should
become a global target for the international community;
3HYNLZJHSLNHPUZMYVTZWLJPÄJLULYN`HYLHZZOV\SK
not restrain the search for more diverse sources, with
the aim of increasing energy security and resilience in
countries. A mix of national sources and imports should
focus on guaranteeing a long-term energy supply;
 ,Z[HISPZOPUN Z[HUKHYKZ VY [LJOUVSVNPJHS WH[OZ MVY
machinery, equipment and industrial processes should
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Sustainable development
through green energy
and smart technology
By Joong-kyum Kim,
Chairman, WEC Daegu 2013 Organising Committee

n the quiet Scottish town of Greenock, one James Watt
was born in 1736. In 1755, he moved to London where
he found work as an apprentice mechanic for drainage
systems. It is here that he invented the steam engine, a
discovery whose importance would eventually lead to the
onset of the Industrial Revolution. At the time, the era of
fossil fuels was dawning, while the introduction of steam
locomotives and railways capable of carrying loads quickly
over distances allowed mass production to take place.
The invention of this innovative technology sent
shockwaves around the world, and James Watt was
declared the inventor of the day. From that time,
competition for fossil fuels between countries led to
the development of a mechanical civilisation through
machinery and technology which would enrich the world.
Since the start of the industrial revolution, however,
the development of fossil fuel-driven technology has had
unexpected results. If we consider, for example, the world
as a type of environmental clock, we stand today at 9:30
pm. Just a little over 2 hours remain until the Earth’s life
is over. A rise in the average global temperature of just
*OHZIYV\NO[^P[OP[KYV\NO[ÅVVKHUKOLH[^H]LZ
resulting in ecological destruction and economic loss.
Added to this, the development of such technology
has used up 85 per cent of the world’s fossil fuels, thus
resulting in an explosion in demand as the resource
depletion crisis deepens. As a result of not having
alternative energy sources, fossil fuel prices continue to
rise and economic growth slows down. The unpleasant
reality is that the depletion of fossil fuels is adding a great
deal of confusion and inconvenience to our lives.
In this regard, technological innovation such as that
during the time of James Watt is needed now to survive
this crisis. There is much work to do to develop more of
the technologies we have believed in until now, although
not just in the area of the natural environment.

I

Emerging environmental issues and
changes in the global energy market

Since the industrial revolution, growth-oriented
industrialisation has brought with it concerns about the
environment. From 1970, these issues have been the
focus of the world’s attention. Environmental regulations
have been strengthened by over 175 international
agreements which have had a tangible effect on both
society and the economy.
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As a response to changes in environmental regulations,
the global energy market is rapidly evolving. Energy
prices and volatility continue to rise, while competition for
LULYN`ZLJ\YP[`OHZPUJYLHZLKHUKPU[LUZPÄLK0UHKKP[PVU
PTWYV]LKLMÄJPLUJ`HZ^LSSHZ[OLKL]LSVWTLU[VMNYLLU
technology has increased demand for new programmes,
and the portfolio of renewable energy is expanding. In
this light, the development of smart grids and related
technology, not to mention IT convergence, are now taking
place. It can be said that interest in nuclear power, which
has been the key alternative to fossil fuels, continues to
grow even after the Fukushima nuclear accident which
took place in Japan in 2010.
9LÅLJ[PUN [OPZ [OL <UP[LK :[H[LZ OHZ YLJLU[S`
HUUV\UJLK WSHUZ [V PU]LZ[ <:  IPSSPVU I`  PU
[OL YLUL^HISL LULYN` ÄLSK PUJS\KPUN NYLLU JHYZ ¶ H 
WLY JLU[ V]LYHSS PUJYLHZL ;OL ,< PU[LUKZ [V MVJ\Z VU
developing large-scale wind power and CCS projects,
while in Eastern Europe there are plans to build 27 nuclear
power plants by 2030. In order to initiate low-carbon and
LULYN`LMÄJPLUJ`WYVQLJ[ZPU\YIHUHYLHZÁTPSSPVUOHZ
been set aside. In Japan, the country’s “Cool Earth 2050
Strategy” is a plan to promote greenhouse gas reductions
to the tune of 60-80 per cent by 2050. China National
Energy has announced a policy of limiting production
and consumption of coal to 3.9 billion tonnes by 2015,
and has expressed its desire to actively cooperate with
international efforts on climate change.
As the spotlight shines on the green industry, new and
renewable energy industries are also seeing an increase
PU PU]LZ[TLU[ 0U  KLZWP[L [OL ÄUHUJPHS JYPZPZ HUK
JOHSSLUNLZ ZLLU PU ,\YVWLHU JV\U[YPLZ <:  [YPSSPVU
was invested in these areas, a 5 per cent increase over
the amount of investment made just one year earlier.
The government of South Korea will continue to keep
pace with global markets as it actively implements the
country’s “5-year Plan for Green Growth.” In short, the
domestic energy industry will continue to move quickly.

The power industry’s current reality

Feeling the harsh reality of ‘only the strongest survive,’
global and domestic companies alike are working hard
to evolve. In this light, the electric power industry is still
dependent on fossil fuels, while so-called smokestack
industries are now being treated as polluting industries.
If so, we must look at KEPCO’s current appearance

from the inside out. In terms of scale of power generation,
KEPCO stands in the global top 10. The company’s annual
ZHSLZOH]LYLHJOLK29>[YPSSPVU^OPSL[OL<(,»ZVYKLY
of 4 KEPCO nuclear power plants has given a massive
boost to Korea’s largest government-owned enterprise.
([ÄYZ[NSHUJLP[^V\SKHWWLHY[OH[2,7*6PZM\SSVM[YLLZ
bearing fruit which is ripe for the picking.
Taking a deeper look, however, one would see that
the reality was just the opposite. In fact, KEPCO has
recorded a deficit for the past four years consecutively,
while overseas sales have plateaued at a mere 3 per
cent of total revenue. The proportion of thermal power
generation at KEPCO in regard to overall power
generation is 67 per cent, while the company accounts
for 29 per cent of all of Korea’s carbon dioxide emissions.
In contrast, there is a very small level of development in
renewable energies. Given this reality, KEPCO’s growth
can be represented by a stunted tree instead of one
laden with fruit.

Vision and action plan

It is thus that the tree with stunted growth must have
life breathed into it in order to continue growing. To this
end, KEPCO has taken a penguin’s perspective of being
on a melting iceberg as we strive to establish new ‘blue
ocean’ strategies.
<WVUHZZ\TPUNT`J\YYLU[WVZP[PVUPU:LW[LTILY
I set a target of KRW 180 trillion in annual sales by 2025,
established a “Global Top Green & Smart Energy Pioneer”
vision, and vowed to unite our employees to carry out this
vision to the best of my ability.
To the end of realising a low-carbon society and seeing
this vision through, the company has implemented a
[^VWYVUNLK HWWYVHJO ;OL ÄYZ[ PZ [OL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM
green energy and the second, the implementation of
smart technology. Of course, the ultimate goal is the
convergence of both.

Green energy development

Green energy should be interpreted as a concept which
includes solar, wind and other natural power sources, as
well as nuclear power, IGCC and CCS technology which
can convert fossil fuels into sustainable energy.
KEPCO is focusing its core technology on offshore wind
power development while simultaneously developing
power generation from tidal currents and solar power.

The company is also expanding its core data to develop
a special purpose company geared toward overseas
projects. Due to the currently low level of desalination
technology, KEPCO is boosting collaboration efforts
with world-class companies, conducting research and
acquiring plant sites with the hope of establishing a
demonstration plant capable of desalinating 10,000
tonnes of water per day by 2020.
Meanwhile, solar, geothermal and biotechnology have
been designated as future strategic technologies for
our company. Plans are being established to combine
solar energy with heat energy technology to raise the
commercial viability of photovoltaic power generation,
connect available geothermal technology with overseas
geothermal resource development plans to develop a
feasible project model, and use waste as the feedstock
MVY IPVNLULYH[PVU [V WLYMVYT V]LYZLHZ ]LYPÄJH[PVUZ VM
10 MW by 2018. Through the development of such green
energies, we will be able to raise the ratio of domestic
renewable (excluding hydro) from 2.3 per cent at present
to 7.2 per cent by 2024.
In regard to nuclear energy on the domestic front,
plans are in place to raise the total contribution of nuclear
energy to the nation’s power generation from 25 per
cent at present to 32 per cent by 2024. Public-private
partnerships between Korea and other countries will also
be strengthened through investing in stakes of relevant
companies and by providing value chain services for
nuclear power plants around the world. For certain, the
export and construction of additional nuclear plants will
also lead to the expansion of green energy.
In addition, we have designated IGCC and CCS as
growth engines and will work to expand these business
areas overseas. Investment in R&D for IGCC technology
will also increase. With the completion of construction
on the Taean IGCC plant, KEPCO has raised its level of
technology to 90 per cent, thus equipping the company
with the ability to compete in the global market. In regard
to CCS, a collaborative programme with KEPCO’s group
subsidiaries will be initiated to build a 500 MW integrated
propulsion system by 2018.
As a result, through the development and expansion
of green energy, the domestic and international power
JVUÄN\YH[PVU J\YYLU[S` JLU[YLK VU [OLYTHS WV^LY ^PSS
switch to a low-carbon power mix better suited to
address climate change.
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Implementation of smart technology

As mentioned above, there is a need for the convergence
of smart technology in order to distribute green energy
to where it is needed. In regard to smart technology,
in order to operate the technology for hardware such
as smart grids, HVDC and superconductivity, and to
JVTIPULNYLLULULYN`^P[OZTHY[[LJOUVSVN`HULMÄJPLU[
organisation, administration and human resources
system must be established, while R&D activities must
also include software technology.
Concerning the development of core hardware
technology, namely smart grids and microgrids, KEPCO
OHZ THKL H ZPNUPÄJHU[ SL]LS VM PU]LZ[TLU[ ^OPJO OHZ
enabled it to secure core technology in communications
security solutions and control technology, and thus take
the lead in the global market through a KEPCO-led
consortium and demonstrations.
In light of the expected rapid growth in the HVDC and
superconducting market, the company has plans to
THRLHNNYLZZP]L9 +PU]LZ[TLU[PU[OPZÄLSKPUVYKLY[V
bring its advanced technology up to necessary levels.
Following the introduction of this technology, we plan to
increase the number of outside research personnel and
establish an integrated work scheme with our subsidiaries
to connect 2 GW of offshore wind power to the existing
power grid.
In the long term, KEPCO has great interest in
establishing a supergrid with a high-voltage capacity
which will connect Russia, China, North Korea, South
Korea and Japan. At present, this plan has been divided
into three stages.
At the present time, green energy and the smart
technology used to distribute it are being readied. Finally,
it is now time to establish the global organisation and
human resources needed for to manage this integrated
smart software technology.
In order to ensure an effective global management
structure capable of carrying out its vision, KEPCO will
give independent governance functions to business
units where each will receive respective targets and be
assessed based on post-performance. Communication
channels between the business units and our subsidiaries
will be established to ensure the integrated management
of this new structure.
In addition, a Corporate Centre will be established to
monitor and manage each project and its respective risk,
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while plans are in place to analyse potential synergies for
new business development.
0U VYKLY [V LUZ\YL Z\MÄJPLU[ ºZTHY[» O\THU YLZV\YJLZ
KEPCO is operating a Meister School as well as
205.: [OL ^VYSK»Z ÄYZ[ NYHK\H[L ZJOVVS KL]V[LK ZVSLS`
to cultivating nuclear experts. The company is also
developing talent through varied in-house training and
education programmes to enhance the practical skills of
its employees.

Blueprint and Closing Comments

Now, all the preparations are complete. All that is left to
do is to take on the world, and indeed the world is on
our doorstep. Today, KEPCO is set to achieve KRW 180
trillion in annual sales, 50 per cent of its total business
coming from overseas projects and a capacity of 107
GW for Korea’s domestic power plants, 71 GW of which
will be from offshore. Green energy will account for
32 per cent of KEPCO’s power ratio, all of which will
transform the company into a global, eco-friendly toplevel utility company.
The winds of change began to blow two centuries ago in
a little town in Scotland called Greenock. Today, KEPCO
Z[HUKZ YLHK` [V HJOPL]L [OL )\[[LYÅ` ,MMLJ[ HZ P[ YPKLZ
an even bigger wind. Time, like the leaves of autumn, is
ÅLL[PUN HUK JOHUNL TLHUZ [OH[ UV[OPUN PZ JLY[HPU HUK
there is nothing to hold on to.
In other words, the sun’s light does not work on its
own. Instead, it requires a body which represents smart
hardware technology, and a head formed by smart
software technology. As a result, the sun can shine to
make the world a better place.
It is time for us to stop lingering on negative thoughts,
only acknowledging that technological advancements
OH]L MHPSLK [V ILULÄ[ [OL LU]PYVUTLU[ HUK YLNHYKPUN
nature simply as good scenery. We need to act on
giving back the beauty and joy that nature has given
[V \Z 0[ PZ JY\JPHS [V ÄUK H ^H` [V L_PZ[ [VNL[OLY ^P[O
nature without violating it. In light of this mission, KEPCO
is seeking to combine smart energy technologies with
James Watt’s steam engine and to develop
new environmentally-friendly growth engines for
green energy. We believe this is the initial step to
achieving our vision of becoming a “Global Top Green
& Smart Energy Pioneer” and changing the world for a

better future.

